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NASA call for astronauts draws 12,000
spaceflight hopefuls

April 1 2020, by Marcia Dunn

In this Feb. 7, 1984 photo made available by NASA, astronaut Bruce
McCandless II, performs a spacewalk a few meters away from the cabin of the
Earth-orbiting space shuttle Challenger, using a nitrogen-propelled Manned
Maneuvering Unit. On Wednesday, April 1, 2020, NASA said that more than
12,000 Americans from all 50 states, the District of Columbia and four U.S.
territories applied to be part of the space agency's next astronaut class. The
month-long application period ended Tuesday. (NASA via AP)
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Who wants to be an astronaut? More than 12,000 people do, resulting in
NASA's second-largest group of astronaut hopefuls.

NASA said Wednesday that Americans from all 50 states, the District of
Columbia and four U.S. territories applied to be part of the space
agency's next astronaut class. The monthlong application period ended
Tuesday.

NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine said this next class of astronauts
will help explore the moon and pave the way to Mars. They also could
find themselves at the International Space Station, using new commercial
capsules to get there.

"We are thrilled to see so many incredible Americans apply to join us,"
Bridenstine said in a statement.

NASA's previous call for astronauts, in 2017, attracted a record 18,300
applicants. Twelve ended up being selected. The space agency tightened
its qualifications this time, requiring at least a master's degrees in
science, technology, engineering or math.

The number of astronauts chosen next summer will depend on mission
requirements and spaceflight rates, said NASA spokeswoman Brandi
Dean. Recent astronaut classes have ranged from eight to 12.

NASA's active astronaut corps currently numbers 48.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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