
 

The coronavirus pandemic is making the US
housing crisis even worse
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Ninety-five percent of Americans have been ordered to stay at home to
reduce the spread of the coronavirus.
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-stay-at-home-order.html


 

As a human geographer who studies experiences of home and housing, I
find a certain irony to these orders, particularly when wrapped in
messages such as "Stay Home and Stay Safe."

Even as almost all Americans are told to remain at home, millions are
now unemployed and must scramble to figure out how to pay for that
home. The irony is that the one thing Americans are told to do is
preventing many of them from doing the one thing they need to do.

The pandemic is exacerbating the affordable housing crisis that plagues
cities throughout the U.S. and contributes to rising inequality, housing
insecurity and homelessness.

Two crises collide

According to CNN, one-third of Americans did not pay rent this month.

Many are now getting eviction notices, while others are organizing 
payment plans with their landlords. Even those tenants who successfully
negotiate postponing their payments will eventually have to pay back
what they owe.

The stimulus bill recently passed by the U.S. Senate, as well as additional
state and city moratoria on evictions and foreclosures, provide some
temporary protections.

However, these pieces of legislation only really offer partial and
temporary solutions, and others, like undocumented immigrants, many
who have lived and worked in the U.S. for years are ineligible to receive
aid.

More importantly however, they do not address the structural problems
surrounding America's decades-long housing crisis.
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https://geography.utk.edu/about-us/faculty/dr-solange-munoz/
https://phys.org/tags/home/
https://phys.org/tags/housing/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98159-522649%E2%80%94,00.html
https://www.curbed.com/2019/4/25/18515795/rent-income-housing-affordability
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/09/business/americans-rent-payment-trnd/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/03/22/evictions-coronavirus-renters-shelter-in-place/
https://housinglink.org/List/COVID-19
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https://www.newamerica.org/weekly/americans-shelter-in-place-may-losing-their-homes/
https://www.newamerica.org/weekly/americans-shelter-in-place-may-losing-their-homes/
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https://phys.org/tags/structural+problems/
https://www.curbed.com/2019/5/15/18617763/affordable-housing-policy-rent-real-estate-apartment


 

The housing crisis

Housing prices have skyrocketed in many cities in the country. In some
of the most expensive cities in the U.S., like New York and Washington,
D.C., this has meant that median sales prices have increased over 50%
from 2009 to 2019.

Rent prices have also continued to rise, increasing 150% since 2010. In
the most affluent cities the median rent price for a one-bedroom
apartment is greater than US$2,000.

These price increases have made it increasingly difficult for even middle-
class families to rent or purchase homes in many areas in the U.S.

Nationally, one in four Americans now spend more than half of their
monthly income on rent. Another 6 million are considered cost-burdened
, meaning that they pay over 30% of their income on rent.

For those working full-time but earning minimum wage, it is now
impossible to rent a two-bedroom apartment in any city in the U.S.
without being cost-burdened.

The housing crisis has also led to an increase in homelessness. Currently
there are over 550,000 homeless estimated nationwide. With over 6
million currently unemployed, this number will surely rise.

Those hardest hit

For low-income families living in neighborhoods undergoing
gentrification, the pandemic is just another blow to an ongoing struggle
to stay in their neighborhood and homes
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https://www.rockethomes.com/blog/home-buying/real-estate-market-trends-how-the-decade-impacted-home-values
https://www.salon.com/2019/06/16/how-rent-prices-became-unmoored-from-incomes/
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/americas-rental-housing-2020
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/americas-rental-housing-2020
https://phys.org/tags/full-time/
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2019/06/affordable-housing-minimum-wage-rent-apartment-house-rental/592024/
https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/what-causes-homelessness/housing/
https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/homelessness-statistics/state-of-homelessness-report-legacy/
https://phys.org/tags/low-income+families/
https://www.gescoalition.com/the-ges-peoples-survey-2017
https://www.gescoalition.com/the-ges-peoples-survey-2017


 

Among those gentrifying communities are two that I study, the
Globeville and Elyria-Swansea neighborhoods in northwest Denver,
Colorado.

Traditionally marginalized and located in the industrialized areas of the
city, these neighborhoods are home to approximately 12,000 residents,
and almost 87% identify as Hispanic or Latino. The majority of
residents earn less than $25,000 a year, with many working in the service
and health industries and in construction.

Denver's fast-growing housing market and urban redevelopment are
making it increasingly hard for these residents to remain in the
neighborhood. Many have already been forcibly displaced.

Now, the pandemic has caused many in Globeville and Elyria-Swansea
to lose their jobs, and Globeville is currently one of the neighborhoods
with the highest cases of COVID-19 infections in Denver. Without
employment and unable to pay rent or mortgage payments, an already
cost-burdened community may finally succumb to their struggle against
gentrification.

For communities like Globeville and Elyria-Swansea, displacement
usually means being forced to move to areas and homes that are often
unhealthier, poorer quality and far away from city resources and
community networks and support. Children are often forced to go to
other schools, and parents must commute longer distances to jobs and
services.

The effects of the housing crisis are not reserved to just poor
communities, but rather all city residents. Displacement and
gentrification lead to greater inequality, greater social and economic
insecurity and can undermine social cohesion, to name only a few.

4/5

https://blog.usajrealty.com/posts/a-look-at-the-denver-real-estate-market
https://denverite.com/2020/04/09/breaking-down-coronavirus-infections-in-denver-by-neighborhood/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.regsciurbeco.2016.09.004
http://mcstudy.norc.org/publications/files/CohenandWardrip_2009.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Srvy_JobsProximity.pdf
https://phys.org/tags/city/
https://www.metropolis.org/news/consequences-inequalities
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/soc4873.doc.htm


 

For those already struggling to stay in their homes, the coronavirus is a
dramatic blow to an already difficult situation. Even for those families
who have received some temporary relief for April and May, it is hard to
imagine how families that already pay between 30% and 50% of their
salary on rent will be able to pay off any debts when relief programs
expire.

I fear that many of these Americans will end up on the streets, in motel
rooms or isolated in neighborhoods with poor-quality housing, far away
from community, schools, jobs and other services and resources.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.
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