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The subject of this image taken by the NASA/ESA Hubble Space
Telescope, a spiral galaxy named NGC 1589, was once the scene of a
violent bout of cosmic hunger pangs. As astronomers looked on, a poor,
hapless star was seemingly torn apart and devoured by the ravenous
supermassive black hole at the center of the galaxy.

The astronomers are now using Hubble to test this interpretation. The
telescope has observed such events before, so the scientists are confident
that Hubble will be able to provide smoking-gun evidence in the form of
stellar debris that was ejected during the disruption event.

Provided by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center

Citation: Image: Hubble investigates hungry galaxy (2020, March 16) retrieved 24 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2020-03-image-hubble-hungry-galaxy.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/astronomers/
https://phys.org/news/2020-03-image-hubble-hungry-galaxy.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

