
 

Natural gas drives record CO2 emissions in
2019
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Authors said that a dip in coal was offset by increases in emissions from oil and
especially natural gas

Global carbon emissions boosted by soaring natural gas use are set to hit
record levels in 2019 despite a decline in coal consumption and a string
of countries declaring a climate emergency, researchers said Wednesday.
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In its annual analysis of fossil fuel trends, the Global Carbon Project said
CO2 emissions were on course to rise 0.6 percent this year—slower than
previous years but still a world away from what is needed to keep global
warming in check.

In three peer-reviewed studies, authors attributed the rise to "robust
growth" in natural gas and oil, which offset significant falls in coal use in
the United States and Europe.

"We see clearly that global changes come from fluctuations in coal use,"
said Corrine Le Quere, from the University of East Anglia, an author on
the Carbon Budget report.

"In contrast the use of oil and particularly natural gas is going up
unabated. Natural gas is now the biggest contributor to the growth in
emissions."

Atmospheric CO2 levels, which have been climbing exponentially in
recent decades, are expected to hit an average of 410 parts per million
this year, Le Quere said.

That's the highest level in at least 800,000 years.

The report will make for further uncomfortable reading for delegates
gathered at UN climate talks in Madrid, with the warnings from the
world's top climate scientists still ringing in their ears.

Last week the UN said global emissions needed to fall 7.6 percent each
year, every year, to 2030 to stand any chance of limiting temperature
rises to 1.5C (2.6 Farenheit).

With just 1C of warming since the industrial era so far, 2019 saw a
string of deadly superstorms, drought, wildfires and flooding, made
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more intense by climate change.

The UN said Wednesday that the 2010s was almost certain to be the
hottest decade on record and as many as 22 million people could be
displaced by extreme weather this year.

  
 

  

World carbon emissions in 2018 and changes from 2008.

'Urgency not sunk in'

The authors pointed out 2019's rise in emissions was slower than each of
the two previous years.

Yet with energy demand showing no sign of peaking even with the rapid
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growth of low carbon technology such as wind and solar power,
emissions in 2019 are still set to be four percent higher than in 2015, the
year nations agreed to limit temperature rises in the Paris climate accord.

While emissions levels can vary annually depending on economic growth
and even weather trends, the Carbon Budget report shows how far
nations still need to travel to drag down carbon pollution.

"Current policies are clearly not enough to reverse trends in global
emissions. The urgency of action has not sunk in yet," said Le Quere.

She highlighted anticipated emissions falls of 1.7 percent in the US and
Europe as the power sector continues its switch away from coal.

The most polluting fossil fuel saw its usage drop by as much as 10
percent in the two regions this year, the report said.

But such savings were offset globally by the likes of India and China, the
biggest overall emitter, and specifically by an increase in energy from
natural gas.

"Compared to coal, natural gas is a cleaner fossil fuel, but unabated
natural gas use merely cooks the planet more slowly than coal," said
Glen Peters, research director at the CICERO Center for International
Climate Research.

For Joeri Rogelj, lecturer in Climate Change at the Grantham Institute,
Imperial College London, the small slowdown in emissions growth this
year "is really nothing to be overly enthusiastic about".

Without drastic and sustained reductions, he said, "it is clear that we are
not only continuing to make climate change worse, we're doing it at a
pace faster than ever before."
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