
 

EU climate leadership in doubt as bloc set to
miss 2030 goal

December 4 2019, by Aritz Parra and Frank Jordans

  
 

  

In this Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019 file photo, an aircraft passes the rising sun as
it approaches the airport in Frankfurt, Germany. The European Union says it will
miss its targets for reducing planet-warming greenhouse gases by 2030 unless
member states make a greater effort than they have so far. (AP Photo/Michael
Probst, File)
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The European Union said Wednesday that it will likely miss its target for
reducing greenhouse gases by 2030, dealing a blow to the bloc's efforts
to be a leader in the fight against climate change.

The European Environment Agency said existing measures put the EU
on course to cut its emissions of carbon dioxide and other planet-
warming pollutants by 30% in the next decade compared with 1990
levels.

Currently, the 28-nation bloc is aiming for a reduction of 40% by 2030,
and some leaders have called for this target to be raised to 55%, with a
long-term goal of ending virtually all new emissions by 2050.

"Recent trends highlight a slowing down of progress in areas such as
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, industrial emissions, waste
generation, improving energy efficiency and the share of renewable
energy," the agency said in a report. "Looking ahead, the current rate of
progress will not be enough to meet 2030 and 2050 climate and energy
targets."

The report was released as officials from almost 200 countries meet in
Madrid for U.N. climate talks. The EU's new executive Commission is
expected to present its long-term plan for tackling global warming
—dubbed the European Green Deal—next week.

Environmental campaigners said the EU should step up its efforts to
ensure that the aim of the 2015 Paris climate accord of keeping global
warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) by the end of the
century remains possible.
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In this March 14, 2014 file photo a layer of smog covers the city of Brussels. The
European Union says it will miss its targets for reducing planet-warming
greenhouse gases by 2030 unless member states make a greater effort than they
have so far. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, file)

"Current EU leaders are the last generation that can prevent the climate
breakdown," said Wendel Trio, director of the campaign group Climate
Action Network Europe.

Trio noted that the European Parliament recently declared a symbolic
"climate emergency."

"Citizens want them to act now, and not in 30 years," he said.
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The European Environment Agency report said that "there is still a
chance to meet the longer-term goals and objectives for 2030 and 2050"
if countries ratchet up their efforts, adding that this will require tackling
politically sensitive issues such as fossil fuel subsidies.

A separate study published Wednesday by a group of international
scientists found that both the European Union and the United States saw
emissions drop 1.7% from 2018 to 2019, but China saw a 2.6% increase
and India had a 1.8% rise.

  
 

  

Climate activist Greta Thunberg holds a sign reading 'School strike for the
climate' after arriving in Lisbon aboard the sailboat La Vagabonde Tuesday, Dec
3, 2019. Thunberg has arrived by catamaran in the port of Lisbon after a three-
week voyage across the Atlantic Ocean from the United States. The Swedish
teen sailed to the Portuguese capital before heading to neighboring Spain to
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attend the U.N. Climate Change Conference taking place in Madrid. (AP
Photo/Armando Franca)

Swedish activist Greta Thunberg said the study showed that "instead of
the drastic reductions desperately needed, our CO2 emissions keep
increasing."

"We're still moving fast in the wrong direction," Thunberg said in a
tweet. Thunberg is expected to travel to Madrid for a mass protest on
Friday outside the climate talks.

Under the slogan "The world has awakened to the climate emergency,"
the rally is expected to gather "at least 100,000" protesters from all over
the world, including representatives of Latin America's indigenous
people at the front of it, activists said on Wednesday.

"2019 has been the year of the awakening of civil society and the youth
who have stood up to urge politicians and business heavyweights for
more ambition against the climate emergency," said Pablo Chamorro, a
spokesman for March for Climate, one of the hundreds of social justice
and environmental groups signing the march's manifesto.

The march has been hastily organized in Madrid after the U.N. climate
talks moved to the Spanish capital from protest-hit Chile. Activists will
also hold a march on the same day in the Chilean capital of Santiago.
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In this Monday, May 27, 2013 file photo, steam of a furnace pollutes the sky in
Duisburg, Germany. The European Union says it will miss its targets for
reducing planet-warming greenhouse gases by 2030 unless member states make a
greater effort than they have so far. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)

NGOs and activist groups will also hold from Dec. 7 until the end of the
summit, on Dec. 13, a "Social Summit" at a university in Madrid to push
for greater and fairer action against global warming. The alternative
summit mirrors a similar gathering in Chile where activists want to
provide a platform for unofficial voices.

"Climate change has been hijacked by a technical language that seemed
not to leave space for normal people to have a voice," said Estefanía
González, a Chilean activist also behind Friday's march.

"I wish there are more people like Greta taking over the microphones
and not allowing the same people to keep monopolizing the climate
message," she added.
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A pollution pod by British artist Michael Pinsky is displayed at the COP25
climate talks summit in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2019. The chair of a
two-week climate summit attended by nearly 200 countries warned at its opening
Monday that those refusing to adjust to the planet's rising temperatures "will be
on the wrong side of history." (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)

Pope Francis, who has made caring for the environment a hallmark of
his papacy, also waded into the debate by sending a message to the
Madrid talks questioning if there's the "far-sighted" political will to deal
with climate change.

Climate change is a "challenge of civilization," said Francis in the Dec. 1
message made public by The Vatican on Wednesday. He added that,
"sadly," awareness is still weak about the need to work harder for "our
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common home."

In the message, Francis says that what's needed is "clear, far-sighted and
strong political will."

© 2019 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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