
 

Museum of the Bible quietly replaces
questioned artifact

October 5 2019, by Ken Miller
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In this photo provided by the Museum of the Bible, a photo of the Lunar Bible
on display at the museum is pictured in an undated photo. The Museum of the
Bible in Washington has quietly replaced an artifact purported to be one of a
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handful of miniature Bibles that a NASA astronaut carried to the moon in 1971
after an expert questioned its authenticity. (Museum of the Bible Collection via
AP)

The Museum of the Bible in Washington quietly replaced an artifact
purported to be one of a handful of miniature Bibles that a NASA
astronaut carried to the moon in 1971 after an expert questioned its
authenticity.

The move follows an announcement last year that at least five of 16
Dead Sea Scroll fragments that had been on display at the museum were
found to be apparent fakes.

The museum replaced the original microfilm Bible with one that was
donated by an Oklahoma woman who wrote a book about the Apollo
Prayer League, which arranged for Apollo 14 astronaut Edgar Mitchell
to carry tiny Bibles to the moon.

"We know for sure that one on display right now went to the moon, but
we could not verify for sure that the one we had originally on display had
gone to the moon," museum spokeswoman Heather Cirmo said. "We
couldn't disprove it, it just wasn't certain."

The $500 million museum was largely funded by the Green family,
evangelical Christian billionaires who run the Oklahoma City-based
Hobby Lobby chain of craft stores. The purported "lunar" Bible is just
the latest item purchased by the family to come under scrutiny.

Steve Green, museum founder and president of Hobby Lobby, also
purchased thousands of Iraqi archaeological artifacts for a reported $1.6
million, but was forced in 2018 to return them to the Iraqi government
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and Hobby Lobby paid a $3 million fine after authorities said they were
stolen from the war-torn country and smuggled into the U.S. Museum
officials have said none of those items were ever part of its collection.
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In this undated photo provided by the Museum of the Bible, a photo of the Lunar
Bible on display at the museum. The museum has quietly replaced an artifact
purported to be one of a handful of miniature Bibles that a NASA astronaut
carried to the moon in 1971 after an expert questioned its authenticity. (Museum
of the Bible Collection via AP)

As for the Dead Sea Scrolls that were called into question, the 11
remaining fragments are being tested, with results expected by the end of
the year, Cirmo said. Two of the fragments remain on display with signs
noting that they are being tested.

The museum did not announce that it was replacing the lunar Bible—a
decision Cirmo defended.

"It's pretty ridiculous to think that any museum, that every time you
switch something out you're going to announce it on plaques," Cirmo
said. "Collectors make mistakes all the time. ... This is not something
that is unique to Steve Green."

The item that was previously displayed is now in storage, Cirmo said.

Tulsa author Carol Mersch, who had raised concerns about its
authenticity, donated the replacement Bible.

"(Green) is thankful, as is the museum, that someone came forward and
donated one that actually went to the moon ... and that one didn't cost
anything," Cirmo said.
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In this Tuesday, April 18, 2017 file photo, Carol Mersch talks during an
interview in her home in Tulsa, Okla. Behind her are some of the photographs
and space program memorabilia she has collected. Months after the Museum of
the Bible was forced to admit some of its collection of Dead Sea Scrolls are
apparent forgeries, the institution has replaced a space-age exhibit whose
authenticity was questioned. The postage stamp-sized Bible now on display was
donated by Mersch, who initially questioned the first Bible's authenticity. (AP
Photo/Sue Ogrocki, File)

Mersch was given 10 lunar Bibles by then-NASA chaplain the Rev. John
Stout, a co-founder of the Apollo Prayer League.

Green, chairman of the museum's board, bought the original Bible for
about $56,000. It had also been displayed at the Vatican.
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Mersch questioned its authenticity because it had a serial number that
was only three digits; she said Stout engraved the authentic lunar Bibles
with five-digit numbers. Mersch said the Bible she provided was
authenticated by both Stout and Mitchell.

"I thought (donation) the best thing I could do to honor Rev. Stout. He
had asked me to donate them to museums," Mersch said.

Green bought the item that was originally on display from Georgia-based
Peachstate Historical Consulting, which acquired the Bibles from Stout's
brother, James Stout. The Stout brothers are both dead, as is Mitchell.
Peachstate owner David Frohman did not respond to requests for
comment.

In an interview with The Associated Press a month before the museum's
2017 opening, Green acknowledged the museum had made some
mistakes early on.

"There's a lot of complexities in areas that I'm still a novice at," he said.
"But we are engaging the best experts we can to advise and help us in
that process."

© 2019 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Museum of the Bible quietly replaces questioned artifact (2019, October 5) retrieved 26
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2019-10-museum-bible-quietly-artifact.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

8/8

https://phys.org/tags/museum/
https://phys.org/news/2019-10-museum-bible-quietly-artifact.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

