
 

Beijing to exit 200 most polluted cities list
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Beijing is on track to reduce its PM2.5 air pollution, but levels are still four
times higher than those recommended by the World Health Organization

Beijing's notoriously bad air quality has improved in recent years and the
Chinese capital is expected to drop out of a list of 200 most polluted
cities in the world this year, a data provider said Thursday.
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Beijing "is on track" to reduce PM2.5—tiny particles that are the
deadliest air pollutants—by nearly 20 percent this year compared to
2018, Swiss air purification technology company IQAir's research arm
AirVisual said.

The average hourly PM2.5 readings in the smog-choked Chinese capital
fell to 42.6 micrograms per cubic metre of air in the first eight months
of 2019, down from 52.8 for the same period last year.

"Compared to a decade earlier, the difference is even more striking," the
report said. "The PM2.5 concentration in the first eight months of 2019
was less than half that of the same period in 2009."

The annual average PM2.5 concentration reached an eye-watering 104.0
in 2010. It began a steady decline in 2013.

But the current levels are still four times higher than those recommended
by the World Health Organization.

The tiny particulate matter can lodge deep in the lungs and cause
respiratory ailments, lung cancer and cardiovascular diseases.

Beijing was ranked 122 among the most polluted cities in the world in
2018, according to a March report by environmental group Greenpeace
and AirVisual's data.

The improvements in air quality were driven by the city's strict push to
trim coal consumption and shut down or relocate polluting plants, the
Beijing municipal government said in a February statement.

© 2019 AFP

Citation: Beijing to exit 200 most polluted cities list (2019, September 12) retrieved 24 April

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/tiny+particles/
https://phys.org/tags/lung+cancer/


 

2024 from https://phys.org/news/2019-09-beijing-exit-polluted-cities.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2019-09-beijing-exit-polluted-cities.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

