
 

Tropical Storm Dorian gains steam, heads
for Caribbean

August 27 2019

  
 

  

Although the Tropical Storm Dorian was moving in the direction of Cuba and
Florida, forecasters said it could lose strength as it passes over mountainous
terrain on Hispaniola
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Tropical Storm Dorian intensified Monday as it approached the
Caribbean on a track that will take it near Puerto Rico and the
Dominican Republic by midweek, possibly at hurricane strength, US
forecasters said.

Although the storm was moving toward Cuba and Florida, forecasters
said it could lose strength as it passes over mountainous terrain on
Hispaniola, the Caribbean island shared by Haiti and the Dominican
Republic.

The system was packing near 60 mile-per-hour (95 kilometer-per-hour)
winds, and was expected to strengthen over the next few days.

"Dorian could be near hurricane strength when it passes through the
northern Windward Islands on Tuesday, and is expected to be a
hurricane when it moves near Puerto Rico and eastern Hispaniola," the
Miami-based National Hurricane Center (NHC) said.

The warning came with Puerto Rico still recovering almost exactly two
years after Hurricane Maria wreaked havoc, disrupting the island's entire
ecosystem and destroying its infrastructure.

After nearly a year of controversy over the death toll from the
September 2017 storm, health authorities put the official death toll at
2,975, supplanting the Puerto Rican government's longstanding figure of
64.

The NHC said the storm was expected to pass in the vicinity of the
island on Wednesday, and reach the eastern side of Hispaniola later that
night.

A hurricane watch was in effect for the island of St Lucia and tropical
storm warnings were posted for Barbados, Martinique and Saint Vincent
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and the Grenadines.

As of 1700 GMT, the storm was 60 miles southeast of Barbados,
traveling towards the northwest at a speed of 14 miles per hour.
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