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Florida panthers, bobcats stricken by
mystery nerve disorder

August 21 2019

US authorities are investigating a mysterious neurological disorder
affecting bobcats and Florida panthers that prevents them from walking
normally.

Neurological damage has been confirmed in a panther and a bobcat, and
trail cameras have recorded footage of other panthers and bobcats with
varying degrees of the condition.

"All the affected animals have exhibited some degree of walking
abnormally or difficulty coordinating their back legs," the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Commission said. This panther is a kind of North
American cougar.

The FWC said it was testing for various potential toxins, including
neurotoxic rodenticides, as well as infectious diseases and nutritial
deficiences.

Gil McRae, director of the FWC's Wildlife Research Institute, said that
while relatively few animals were exhibiting symptoms, investigators
were attempting to determine the full scope of the problem.

"Numerous diseases and possible causes have been ruled out; a definitive
cause has not yet been determined," he said.

"We're working with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and a wide array
of experts from around the world to determine what is causing this
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condition."

© 2019 AFP

Citation: Florida panthers, bobcats stricken by mystery nerve disorder (2019, August 21)

retrieved 23 May 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2019-08-florida-panthers-bobcats-stricken-
mystery.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

2/2


https://phys.org/news/2019-08-florida-panthers-bobcats-stricken-mystery.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-08-florida-panthers-bobcats-stricken-mystery.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

