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On July 10, 2019 at 11 a.m. EDT (1500 UTC) NOAA's GOES-East satellite
provided a visible image of Potential Tropical Cyclone Two as it continued to
develop in the northeastern Gulf of Mexico. Credit: NOAA/NRL

A massive complex of thunderstorms over the southeastern United States
slid into the northeastern Gulf of Mexico and now has the potential to
develop into a tropical cyclone. NOAA's National Hurricane Center or
NHC in Miami, Florida issued the first advisory of Potential Tropical
Cyclone Two and NOAA's GOES-East satellite and NASA's GPM
satellite provided views of the storm.

On July 10 at 11 a.m. EDT (1500 UTC), NOAA's GOES-East satellite
provided a visible image of the developing storm. The NHC said, "High-
resolution satellite imagery along with surface and upper-air data
indicate that the broad low pressure system located over the northeastern
Gulf of Mexico has become a little better defined."

The Global Precipitation Measurement mission or GPM core satellite
passed over the developing area of low pressure early on July 10 and
found rain was falling at a rate of more than 50 mm (about 2 inches) per
hour. Forecasters at the NHC said that the system has the potential to
produce very heavy rainfall along and inland of the central Gulf Coast
through early next week. GPM is a joint mission between NASA and the
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, JAXA.

NHC noted, "A tropical cyclone is expected to form by Thursday [July
11] over the north-central Gulf of Mexico. At 2 p.m. EDT on July 10,
NHC reported that heavy rains and flooding were already occurring over
portions of southeastern Louisiana.

Because this developing area of low pressure has the potential to bring
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tropical storm conditions and storm surge to portions of the coast of
Louisiana by late Thursday or Friday, the NHC initiated Potential
Tropical Cyclone advisories. A Storm Surge Watch is in effect from the
mouth of the Pearl River to Morgan City, Louisiana and a Tropical
Storm Watch is in effect from the mouth of the Mississippi River to
Morgan City.

At 2 p.m. EDT (1800 UTC), the disturbance was centered near latitude
28.3 degrees north and longitude 86.7 degrees west. That's about 155
miles (250 km) east-southeast of the mouth of the Mississippi River. The
system is moving toward the west-southwest near 8 mph (13 kph). On
the forecast track, the system is expected to approach the central U.S.
Gulf Coast this weekend.

Maximum sustained winds are near 30 mph (45 kph) with higher gusts.
Strengthening is forecast during the next 72 hours, and the disturbance is
forecast to become a tropical depression Thursday morning, a tropical
storm Thursday night, and a hurricane on Friday, July 12. The estimated
minimum central pressure is 1011 millibars. The chance the system will
develop into a tropical depression in the next 48 hours is near 100
percent.

Residents along the Gulf need to heed the warnings issued by the
National Hurricane Center and National Weather Service local offices.
Already, Flash Flood Watches and Warnings were in effect today in
southern Louisiana including New Orleans.

Dangerous storm surge is possible in portions of southeast Louisiana and
the risk for dangerous storm surge impacts also exists farther west along
the Louisiana coast into the Upper Texas coast. The National Weather
Service Office in New Orleans issued a local statement today that also
urged residents to prepare for dangerous rainfall flooding having
possible significant impacts across extreme southeast Louisiana and
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coastal Mississippi.

  More information: For forecast updates on the system, visit: 
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov.

Provided by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center
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