
 

Hubble survey captures iconic spiral galaxy
NGC 2903
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Credit: ESA/Hubble & NASA, L. Ho et al.

The iconic appearance of a spiral galaxy is exemplified here in the form
of the stunning NGC 2903, imaged by the NASA/ESA Hubble Space
Telescope. It shows off whirling, pinwheeling arms with scatterings of
sparkling stars, glowing bursts of gas, and dark, weaving lanes of cosmic
dust.

NGC 2903 is located about 30 million light-years away in the
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constellation of Leo (The Lion), and was studied as part of a Hubble
survey of the central regions of roughly 145 nearby disc galaxies.

This study aimed to help astronomers better understand the relationship
between the black holes that lurk at the cores of galaxies like these, and
the rugby-ball-shaped bulge of stars, gas, and dust at the galaxy's
centre—such as that seen in this image.

Provided by European Space Agency

Citation: Hubble survey captures iconic spiral galaxy NGC 2903 (2019, June 10) retrieved 26
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2019-06-hubble-survey-captures-iconic-spiral.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/black+holes/
https://phys.org/tags/stars/
https://phys.org/news/2019-06-hubble-survey-captures-iconic-spiral.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

