
 

Study explores 'rainbow wave' and identity
gaps in LGBTQ liberal political perspectives
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A University of Oklahoma study explores the so-called 'rainbow wave'
of LGBTQ voters that emerged during the Trump presidency.
Specifically, the study examines sexual, gender and queer identity gaps
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in liberalism among a nationally representative sample of U.S. adults
collected by Survey Sampling International after the November 2018
polls. The OU study works toward a deeper understanding of the
political motivations of LGBTQ people.

"Within the LGBTQ community, political perspectives among many
groups are underexplored. The phrase 'rainbow wave' itself is a broad
sweeping term for LGBTQ people's voting patterns yet few have taken
the time to critically consider the accuracy of this phrase," said Meredith
Worthen, professor, Department of Sociology, OU College of Arts and
Sciences. "This study goes beyond the few studies that focus only on
heterosexual vs. LGB (lesbian, gay and bisexual) people to include the
sexual identity gaps in political perspectives of other sexual groups
(pansexual vs. gay/lesbian; asexual vs. bisexual.)"

Worthen highlights the importance of considering the unique
experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, asexual, transgender,
non-binary and queer individuals and their political perspectives.

Findings demonstrate tensions between trans individuals and liberalism,
while confirming lesbian/gay liberalism, and illuminating three
additional groups of liberals: pansexual, non-binary, and queer
individuals. These patterns support 'luminous lavender liberalism' among
the political perspectives of LGBTQ people.

  More information: Meredith G. F. Worthen. A Rainbow Wave?
LGBTQ Liberal Political Perspectives During Trump's Presidency: an
Exploration of Sexual, Gender, and Queer Identity Gaps, Sexuality
Research and Social Policy (2019). DOI: 10.1007/s13178-019-00393-1

Provided by University of Oklahoma

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/lesbian/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s13178-019-00393-1


 

Citation: Study explores 'rainbow wave' and identity gaps in LGBTQ liberal political perspectives
(2019, June 24) retrieved 2 May 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2019-06-explores-rainbow-
identity-gaps-lgbtq.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2019-06-explores-rainbow-identity-gaps-lgbtq.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-06-explores-rainbow-identity-gaps-lgbtq.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

