
 

Cyprus discovers 'first undisturbed Roman
shipwreck'
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The waters off the eastern Mediterranean island of Cyprus have proved rich for
archaeological investigation in recent years

Cyprus has found its first undisturbed Roman shipwreck complete with
ancient cargo off its southern coast, the antiquities department said
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Thursday, noting the discovery could illuminate regional trading history.

"The site is a wreck of a Roman ship, loaded with transport amphorae,
most probably from Syria and Cilicia," the antiquities department said in
a statement.

An amphora is a narrow necked Roman jar designed to hold liquid
products including oil and wine.

"It is the first undisturbed Roman shipwreck ever found in Cyprus, the
study of which is expected to shed new light on the breadth and the scale
of seaborne trade between Cyprus and the rest of the Roman provinces
of the eastern Mediterranean," it added.

The wreck is located off the Mediterranean island's southeast coast, near
the popular beach resort of Protaras.

It was spotted by volunteer divers from a University of Cyprus
archaeological research team.

The antiquities department said it had secured full funding for a
preliminary investigation, which would take place as soon as possible.

The statement said a team is working on the documentation and
protection of the site.

Cypriot waters have already proved rich for archaeological investigation
in recent years.

A wreck dating back to late in the ancient Greek era, which sank off
Mazotos on Cyprus' south coast in the middle of the 4th century BC, is
thought to be one of the region's best-preserved troves.
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In December last year, the antiquities department said archaeologists
working on that wreck had gained intricate insights into the evolution of
ancient boat-building technology in the Mediterranean.

Evidence found on that shipwreck—where research began in 2007, and
which went down carrying jars of wine—was linked to both the Greeks
and the Phoenicians, the department said.
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