
 

This centuries-old river red gum is a local
legend worth fighting for

June 7 2019, by Euan Ritchie
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Very old trees such as Bulleen’s river red gum deserve our respect and
protection, for these trees have substantial environmental, economic and cultural
value. Credit: National Trust

In Dr. Seuss's The Lorax, the Lorax famously said: "I am the Lorax. I
speak for the trees. I speak for the trees, for the trees have no tongues."

In the midst of a global extinction crisis, the Lorax's call to preserve
what is precious couldn't be more apt. The greatest threat to the survival
of species globally continues to be habitat destruction and modification.

A potential and local victim of this ongoing environmental catastrophe is
a single tree, and a tree I have a deep personal connection with. The tree
I refer to is Bulleen's iconic 300-year-old river red gum (Eucalyptus
camaldulensis).

To me this tree has been a constant in my life. While everything else has
changed around me, it has stood there, solid, just as solid as its red gum
fibers are known to be.

As a child I fondly remember looking up at this tree in awe, as we'd
often stop at the nearby service station on a hot summer's day to buy a
cold drink or ice-cream on the way to Saturday sport, the nearby
Birrarung (Yarra River), or my grandmother's house.

Bulleen's majestic river red gum

It's estimated to be approximately 20 meters in height with a canopy
spread of 17 meters. And its trunk measures a whopping two metres
across.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lorax
https://trusttrees.org.au/tree/VIC/Bulleen/Cnr_Bridge_Street_And_Manningham_Road
https://trusttrees.org.au/tree/VIC/Bulleen/Cnr_Bridge_Street_And_Manningham_Road


 

The tree is thought to be the oldest remnant of a once substantial red
gum forest, and was saved by a local resident when the rest of the area
was cleared for the construction of a service station.

It now faces destruction, as it is within the preferred path of construction
for Victoria's North East link.

While the measurements of this tree are impressive, the splendor and
value for me is that it has survived for so long and, in more recent times,
against tremendous odds.

  
 

  

A powerful owl chick in a tree hollow, in outer Melbourne. Credit: John White
(Deakin University)
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https://trusttrees.org.au/tree/VIC/Bulleen/Cnr_Bridge_Street_And_Manningham_Road
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/after-300-years-splendid-red-gum-will-be-felled-for-north-east-link-20190506-p51kks.html


 

Surviving against all odds

The Bulleen red gum stands beside one of Melbourne's busiest roads and
the immediate area is covered with concrete and bitumen. The tree's
roots and health have therefore been challenged for a long time, and yet
this massive red gum stands, as if in defiance of the modern world and
the development that has encircled it.

Since this tree has survived for so long, it undoubtedly holds a special
connection with so many: the Wurundjeri-willam people of the Kulin
Nation, members of Australia's famed Heidelberg school of artists who
lived and worked in the near vicinity, everyday commuters that have
driven or walked by or stopped to admire it, or the war veteran Nevin
Phillips who once apparently defended it with his rifle against it being
chainsawed.

Further proof of the value of this tree to so many is that it was awarded
The National Trust of Australia's (Victoria) 2019 Victorian Tree of the
Year.

Why we must speak for and save old trees

I grew up near this tree and, like the Lorax, I would like to speak for it.

Trees as old as the Bulleen river red gum are now increasingly rare in our
world, and beyond their strong personal and cultural values, including in
some places as Aboriginal birthing sites, they are tremendously
important for other reasons as well.

These trees provide shade and help keep our cities cooler, improve our
mental health and wellbeing, and store considerable amounts of carbon
aiding our fight against climate change.
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https://aboriginalhistoryofyarra.com.au/1-introduction/
https://aboriginalhistoryofyarra.com.au/1-introduction/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heidelberg_School
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/east/bulleen-red-gum-94yearold-war-veteran-joins-community-push-to-save-tree/news-story/3e2b49282b529f0816b6e30a4c96fe31
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/east/bulleen-red-gum-94yearold-war-veteran-joins-community-push-to-save-tree/news-story/3e2b49282b529f0816b6e30a4c96fe31
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/treeoftheyear/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/treeoftheyear/
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/338/6112/1305
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/338/6112/1305
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/nitv-news/article/2018/06/20/sacred-djap-wurrung-trees-earmarked-removal-get-temporary-reprieve-following
https://phys.org/tags/trees/


 

Perhaps most importantly, under their bark and in their cracks and
hollows, they provide homes for many of Australia's precious but
increasingly imperiled native wildlife, including bats, birds, possums and
gliders, snakes and lizards, insects and spiders.

These homes are prime wildlife real estate, especially in our big cities,
where such large old trees are vanishingly rare but where considerable
wildlife, common and threatened, still persists. And yet more could
survive with a helping hand from us.

As cities like Melbourne continue to grow around the world, there will
be more and more cases where arguments of progress are used to justify
the further destruction of what nature remains. But progress shouldn't
come at any cost, and in the case of preserving iconic and valuable trees
such as Bulleen's river red gum, it would seem there's more than enough
reasons to ensure this tree's life and its many values continue.

Perhaps again the Lorax says it best. "Unless someone like you cares a
whole awful lot, Nothing is going to get better. It's not."

Sign up to Beating Around the Bush, a series that profiles native plants:
part gardening column, part dispatches from country, entirely Australian.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.
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https://phys.org/tags/native+wildlife/
https://phys.org/tags/real+estate/
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/r/9AE707FA51C4AC1B
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https://theconversation.com/this-centuries-old-river-red-gum-is-a-local-legend-heres-why-its-worth-fighting-for-117666
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