
 

Why can't we all get along like Namibia's
pastoralists and wildlife?

May 2 2019

Conflicts between humans and wildlife are escalating worldwide due to
human population growth, urbanization, growth of agricultural and
industrial activities, and, in certain areas, increasing wildlife populations.

Scientists interviewed pastoralists in Namibia's Namib Desert to see how
they felt about conflicts with wildlife, which can include lions and
cheetahs preying on livestock and elephants and zebras eating crops.

Though high rates of conflicts were reported, pastoralists were generally
tolerant of wildlife, including predators, and indicated this in their
proposed management solutions, which offers insights into the complex
issue of human/wildlife conflict.

  More information: Theresa M. Laverty et al, Using pastoral ideology
to understand human–wildlife coexistence in arid agricultural
landscapes, Conservation Science and Practice (2019). DOI:
10.1111/csp2.35
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