
 

Israeli spacecraft Beresheet crash site spotted
on moon

May 16 2019, by Mark Robinson
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SpaceIL Beresheet crash site as seen by LROC eleven days after the attempted
landing. Date in lower left indicates when the NAC image was acquired,
M1310536929R. Credit: NASA/GSFC/Arizona State University

SpaceIL, an Israeli nonprofit organization, is dedicated to landing the
first Israeli spacecraft on the Moon. Beresheet was their first attempt at
meeting this goal. While the spacecraft did land, it first touched the
surface about 1000 meters per second faster than intended. The mishap
occurred late in the descent profile when the main engine
failed—resulting in a very low-angle (
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