
 

Message to the EU: you have the chance to
stop fuelling devastation in the Amazon

April 26 2019, by Claire F.r. Wordley

  
 

  

Brazil’s forest loss 2001-2013 shown in red. Indigenous lands outlined. Credit:
Mike Clark/GlobalForestWatch.org, Author provided

The effects of European consumption are being felt in Brazil, driving
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disastrous deforestation and violence.

But the destruction can end if the European Union demands higher
environmental standards on Brazilian goods. Hundreds of scientists and
Indigenous leaders agree: the time to act is now, before it's too late.

In an open letter published today in the journal Science, more than 600
scientists from every country in the European Union (EU) and 300
Brazilian Indigenous groups asked the EU to demand tougher standards
for Brazilian imports.

The letter calls on the EU to ensure a trade deal with Brazil respects
human rights and the natural world.

Crucially, this can be done without harming Brazil's agriculture, if
already cleared land is used to its full potential. Indeed, in the long term,
farming in the region depends on the rains brought by healthy forests.

Destruction of the Amazon under Bolsonaro

Brazil's Indigenous people and the forests they protect are facing
annihilation.

Controversial president Jair Bolsonaro is opening the Amazon rainforest
to business and threatening Indigenous people who stand in the way. In
his first hours in office, Bolsonaro gave power over Indigenous land to
the Ministry of Agriculture, which is widely seen to be controlled by 
corporate lobbyists.

In the months since, he has axed environmental roles in the government
and planned three major building projects in the Amazon, including a
bridge over the river itself.
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https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Thomas_Kastner/publication/287973268_Trading_forests_Land-use_change_and_carbon_emissions_embodied_in_production_and_exports_of_forest-risk_commodities/links/5694c58408ae820ff0737787.pdf
http://science.sciencemag.org/cgi/doi/10.1126/science.aaw8276
https://phys.org/tags/natural+world/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959378014001046
https://www.nature.com/articles/nclimate2430
https://www.businessinsider.de/bolsonaro-plan-to-develop-amazon-rainforest-2019-1?r=US&IR=T
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/02/brazil-jair-bolsonaro-amazon-rainforest-protections
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/02/brazil-jair-bolsonaro-amazon-rainforest-protections
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2019/01/15/brazil-downgrades-climate-diplomacy-bolsonaro-shake/
https://www.businessinsider.de/bolsonaro-plan-to-develop-amazon-rainforest-2019-1?r=US&IR=T


 

As Bolsonaro scraps environmental laws, forests are being cut down
faster than they have been in years. And the EU is helping drive this
carnage: more than a football field of Brazilian rainforest is cut down 
every hour to produce livestock feed and meat for Europe.

Although the situation may seem dire for the Amazon and its
inhabitants, ongoing trade talks provide a chance to act.

Billions of euros flow to Brazil from business with the EU, its second-
largest trade partner. Goods flowing in the other direction include
environmentally and socially destructive livestock feed (usually soy
grown on deforested land) which enters the EU on a tariff-free basis.
Right now, European consumers have no way of knowing how much
blood is actually in their hamburger. The ongoing EU-Brazil trade talks
are therefore a powerful opportunity to curb Bolsonaro's appetite for
destruction.

It is hard to overstate the case for strong action from Europe. People in
Brazil – especially Indigenous and local communities – are being 
violently repressed when trying to defend their land against agricultural
and mining companies.

Brutal repression and environmental catastrophe

This violence has reached record levels under Bolsonaro, with at least 
nine people murdered so far in April 2019. And genocide is a real
possibility if nothing is done to protect Indigenous people and their land.

Alarmingly, Bolsonaro has even said: "It's a shame that the Brazilian
cavalry hasn't been as efficient as the Americans, who exterminated the
Indians."

On top of the horrifying assault on Brazil's original inhabitants,
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-019-0855-9
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/14/bolsonaros-deforestation-amazon-already-begun/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/14/bolsonaros-deforestation-amazon-already-begun/
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ab0d41/meta
https://phys.org/tags/livestock+feed/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/regions/mercosur/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/brazil/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/brazil/index_en.htm
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/10/25/europe-can-bolsonaro-attacks-amazon/
https://theintercept.com/2019/02/16/brazil-bolsonaro-indigenous-land/
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/04/3-massacres-in-12-days-rural-violence-escalates-in-brazilian-amazon/?n3wsletter&utm_source=Mongabay+Newsletter&utm_campaign=0519d5f549-newsletter_2019_04_11&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_940652e1f4-0519d5f549-67251179
https://theintercept.com/2019/02/16/brazil-bolsonaro-indigenous-land/
https://www.survivalinternational.org/articles/3540-Bolsonaro


 

demolishing the country's forests, savannas and wetlands would have
devastating consequences for the world.

If the Amazon rainforest alone is destroyed, the resulting carbon
emissions could make it extremely difficult to limit global warming to 
less than two degrees. Burning fossil fuels is often seen as the only
culprit in climate breakdown, but tropical deforestation is the second-
largest source of carbon emissions in the world.

Even losing part of the Amazon could cause a tipping point where the
forests no longer create enough rain to sustain themselves. This would
cause droughts that would drive many species to extinction, devastate
farming in the region and likely cause further violence.

We must act now

We are not just at an ecological tipping point, but a social one, too. The
world is waking up to the risks posed by destroying our climate and
natural world. Climate change is considered the number one security
threat by Brazilian people and by many European nations.

Europeans believe neither their country nor the EU is doing enough to
protect our planet's life support systems. As protests flare up in Europe
over environmental crises, climate change will be a key issue in the
upcoming European elections.

As scientists, we use emotive words carefully. But our open letter calls
on the EU to take urgent action because we are terrified of the
consequences of Brazilian deforestation, both locally and globally.

We beg the EU to stand up for its citizens' values and our shared future
by making sure trade with Brazil protects, rather than destroys, the
natural world on which we all depend.
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https://www.nature.com/articles/nclimate2430#ref8
https://www.nature.com/articles/nclimate2430#ref8
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/11/how-cutting-the-amazon-forest-could-affect-weather/
https://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/pdf/10.1175/1520-0442%281996%29009%3C0859%3ACIOADM%3E2.0.CO%3B2
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959378018314365
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959378018314365
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/4/2/eaat2340.short
https://www.seeker.com/amazon-deforestation-could-cause-extreme-droughts-1770459715.html
https://medium.com/@clairefrwordley/climate-breakdown-is-not-someone-elses-problem-c75bd81a895e
https://www.pewglobal.org/2019/02/10/climate-change-still-seen-as-the-top-global-threat-but-cyberattacks-a-rising-concern/
https://www.pewglobal.org/2019/02/10/climate-change-still-seen-as-the-top-global-threat-but-cyberattacks-a-rising-concern/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eurobarometers_en.htm
https://www.dw.com/en/extinction-rebellion-the-activists-risking-prison-to-save-the-planet/a-48302957
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/climate-will-be-key-issue-in-eu-elections-poll-shows/
https://phys.org/tags/open+letter/


 

Visit EUBrazilTrade.org for more information – including a list of
parliamentary members standing in the European election who support this
initiative. Register to vote in the EU elections here.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a Creative
Commons license. Read the original article.
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