
 

Dolphins who help fishermen found to also
hang out together between meals
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A team of researchers with members from Brazil, South Africa and the
U.S. has found an example of homophily among dolphins who work
together with fishermen in Brazil for the mutual benefit of both. In their
paper published in the journal Biology Letters, the group describes their
study of the dolphins and what they found.
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In Laguna, Brazil, there are fishermen who have formed an alliance with
wild bottlenose dolphins living just offshore, both of whom target
mullets, a type of fish. The dolphins have found that if they herd groups
of the fish toward the shore where the fishermen are waiting with nets,
they make it easier on themselves to catch fish. The dolphins slap their
heads or tails on the water when the fish are close enough for the
fishermen to catch them. Upon seeing the signal from the dolphins, the
fishermen cast their nets. When they do so, the fish begin to break away
from their school, making it easier for the dolphins to catch them. But it
was not the relationship the dolphins established with humans that the
researchers were studying—they wanted to know if working together
resulted in the formation of social relationships in dolphins.

To find out, the researchers focused on a particular group of dolphins
that were known to assist in helping the fishermen—they followed them
with cameras, capturing details of their activities both during fishing
expeditions and the times between them.

The researchers report that the same individual dolphins that fished with
humans hung out together even when they were not fishing. They would
swim around and play together, clearly preferring the company of one
another over the company of other dolphins in the area. They were even
seen taking naps together.

The researchers claim the behavior they observed in the dolphins was an
example of homophily, which sociologists define as behavior by
individuals in a group who associate in a social manner with those who
engage in that behavior with them—in this case, fishing with humans.
They suspect that the fishing behavior they engage in is likely learned by
watching others in their group as they grow up—a behavior that could be
part of a cultural tradition.

  More information: A. M. S. Machado et al. Homophily around
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https://phys.org/tags/dolphins/
https://phys.org/tags/fish/
https://phys.org/tags/fishermen/
https://phys.org/tags/behavior/


 

specialized foraging underlies dolphin social preferences, Biology Letters
(2019). DOI: 10.1098/rsbl.2018.0909

© 2019 Science X Network

Citation: Dolphins who help fishermen found to also hang out together between meals (2019,
April 10) retrieved 24 April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2019-04-dolphins-fishermen-
meals.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2018.0909
https://phys.org/news/2019-04-dolphins-fishermen-meals.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-04-dolphins-fishermen-meals.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

