
 

Tropical Cyclone Idai seen in Mozambique
channel by NASA's Terra Satellite
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On March 12 NASA's Terra satellite captured a visible image of Tropical
Cyclone Idai in the Mozambique Channel of the Southern Indian Ocean. Idai
was located between Mozambique (left) and Madagascar (right). Credit: NASA
Worldview, Earth Observing System Data and Information System (EOSDIS)
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NASA's Terra satellite passed over the Southern Indian Ocean and
caught a visible image of Tropical Cyclone Idai in the Mozambique
Channel. The channel is located between the country of Mozambique on
the African mainland and the island nation of Madagascar.

On March 12 the Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer or
MODIS instrument aboard NASA's Terra satellite provided a visible
image of Tropical Cyclone Idai. Satellite imagery showed Idai
maintained a well-defined eye, although still obscured by high clouds.
Idai appeared to be almost directly between Mozambique and
Madagascar. Both countries have advisories in effect on March 12.

At 5 a.m. EDT (0900 UTC) the center of Idai was located near latitude
17.7 degrees south and longitude 42.5 degrees east. That's about 253
nautical miles north-northeast of Europa Island. Idai was moving to the
southwest. Maximum sustained winds were near 90 knots (103.6
mph/166.7 kph).

The Joint Typhoon Warning Center forecast calls for Idai to re-intensify
as it moves southwest, peaking at 100 knots (115 mph/185 kph) before
making landfall near Beira, Mozambique after 3 days.

For advisories from the Mozambique National Meteorological Institute
(in Portuguese), visit:
http://www.inam.gov.mz/index.php/pt/novo-sistema
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