
 

Keen to see a komodo dragon? $500 please,
says Indonesian governor
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Show me the money: Tourists could be forced to shell out $500 to enter the
national park where komodo dragons live, if one Indonesian governor gets his
way
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Tourists keen for a close-up look at komodo dragons in their natural
habitat could be hit with an alarming bill, if one Indonesian politician
gets his way.

The governor of East Nusa Tenggara province—home to the world's
biggest lizard—has proposed charging visitors $500 to see the 
endangered species, about 50 times the current entrance fee for foreign
tourists at Komodo National Park.

And if Viktor Bungtilu Laiskodat prevails, the park would be off limits
to all but "extraordinary" visitors with cash to burn.

"(Komodo dragons) are very unique, but sadly they come cheap," the
governor said this week, during a speech to university administrators.

"Only people with deep pockets are allowed to (see the komodo
dragons). Those who don't have the money shouldn't visit the park since
it specifically caters to extraordinary people," he added.

The governor—who also suggested recreational boats should be charged
a $50,000 entrance fee—said he would talk with the central government,
which administers the national park.

The provincial government and federal environment ministry did not
respond to requests for comment on the proposed fee hike.

Indonesian politicians have a long history of announcing plans that rarely
come to pass, including the former drug czar's proposal to build a prison
surrounded by moats filled with piranhas and crocodiles to tighten
security.
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Komodo dragons are powerful carnivores that dominate their eco system

Thousands of tourists annually descend on the cluster of islands in
eastern Indonesia that are the only place in the world where komodo
dragons can be seen in their natural habitat.

Previously, the government planned to limit the number of tourists over
concerns that the influx was putting pressure on the environment and
endangering the giant lizard's habitat.

The slavering carnivores, which can grow to around three metres (10
feet) in length and weigh up to 70 kilograms (154 pounds), can be
dangerous to humans although deadly attacks are rare.

3/6

https://phys.org/tags/komodo+dragons/
https://phys.org/tags/komodo+dragons/
https://phys.org/tags/natural+habitat/


 

  
 

  

Komodo dragons can grow to around three metres in length, and weigh up to 70
kilograms

  
 

4/6



 

  

Rough edge of that tongue: komodo dragons can be dangerous to humans, but
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deadly attacks are rare

© 2018 AFP

Citation: Keen to see a komodo dragon? $500 please, says Indonesian governor (2018, November
23) retrieved 8 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2018-11-keen-komodo-dragon-indonesian-governor.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

6/6

https://phys.org/news/2018-11-keen-komodo-dragon-indonesian-governor.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

