
 

Climate summit host Poland says smart
forest management key
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Poland's president, who will host a major UN climate summit in December,
advocates protecting forests as one of the ways to combat the problem

Poland's President Andrzej Duda on Tuesday said smart forest
management is key to fighting climate change and to help farming,
weeks before he leads a major UN climate summit.
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Duda in December will host the COP24 UN climate summit in
Katowice, Poland, where world leaders will be under pressure to ramp
up national carbon-cutting pledges.

"Forests have a significant and positive impact on drought-prevention
and soil degradation, at the same time, improving and, in many cases,
creating favourable conditions for cultivation," Duda said.

Speaking at the UN's Food and Agriculture Organisation in Rome, Duda
said: "To achieve climate neutrality we have to increase the capacity of
terrestrial ecosystems to absorb CO2 and decrease the level of
greenhouse gases."

Forests are known for their role in carbon capture and storage, Duda
said, but also in regulating water and soil conditions, reducing wind
erosion, limiting the flow of fertile soil to the seas and diminishing the
effects of natural disasters.

"Reasonable forest management allows us to counter the negative effects
of climate change, including drought and soil degradation," he said.

More than two decades of UN-led efforts to curb deforestation have
largely failed, with the planet still losing a wooded area the size of
Greece every year.

Deforestation—responsible for about a fifth of greenhouse gas
emissions—intensifies global warming in several ways, including by
reducing Earth's capacity to absorb carbon dioxide and releasing huge
amounts of the planet-warming gas into the air.

© 2018 AFP

Citation: Climate summit host Poland says smart forest management key (2018, October 16)

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/climate+summit/
https://phys.org/tags/soil+degradation/
https://phys.org/tags/climate/
https://phys.org/tags/forest/
https://phys.org/tags/climate+change/


 

retrieved 26 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2018-10-climate-summit-host-poland-smart.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2018-10-climate-summit-host-poland-smart.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

