
 

US wildlife officials eye ongoing Alaska
seabird die-off

August 10 2018, by Dan Joling

U.S. wildlife officials are documenting a seabird die-off stretching
hundreds of miles along the coast of Alaska.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service seabird biologist Katherine Kuletz
(KOO'-lets) says the die-off follows previous bird deaths over the past
five years tied to warming ocean water.

The birds have been found emaciated but Kuletz says it's too early to
rule out diseases that could cause seabirds to experience problems
foraging.

Hundreds of thousands of seabirds died in late 2015 and early 2016.

Kuletz says the numbers this year range into the hundreds from the
Bering Strait to the Gulf of Alaska.

She says it's unusual for seabirds to be dying over such a broad
geographic area for so long.

Agencies are appealing to coastal communities to report dead and dying
birds.

© 2018 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: US wildlife officials eye ongoing Alaska seabird die-off (2018, August 10) retrieved 9
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2018-08-wildlife-eye-ongoing-alaska-seabird.html

1/2

https://phys.org/tags/seabird/
https://phys.org/news/2018-08-wildlife-eye-ongoing-alaska-seabird.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

