
 

Honeybees finding it harder to eat at
America's bee hot spot
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This June 2015 photo provided by The Ohio State University shows a bee on a
flower in Southwest Minnesota. A new federal study finds that honeybees in the
Northern Great Plains are having a hard time finding food as conservation land is
converted to row crops. (Sarah Scott/The Ohio State University via AP)

A new federal study finds bees are having a much harder time finding
food in America's last honeybee refuge.
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The country's hot spot for commercial beekeeping is the Northern Great
Plains of the Dakotas and neighboring areas, where more than 1 million
colonies spend their summer feasting on pollen and nectar from
wildflowers and other plants.

Clint Otto of the U.S. Geological Survey calculates that from 2006 to
2016, more than half the conservation land within a mile of bee colonies
was converted into agriculture, usually row crops like soybeans and corn.
Those don't feed bees.

Otto says bees that have a hard time finding food are less likely to
survive the winter.

The study is in Monday's Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences.

  More information: Clint R. V. Otto el al., "Past role and future
outlook of the Conservation Reserve Program for supporting honey bees
in the Great Plains," PNAS (2018).
www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1800057115
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