
 

Facebook deals with Chinese firm draw ire
from US lawmakers

June 6 2018, by Rob Lever

  
 

  

Some lawmakers say Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg, seen here at an April
congressional hearing on personal data protection, should return to explain its
deal allowing smartphone makers to access user information

Facebook drew fresh criticism from US lawmakers following revelations
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that it allowed Chinese smartphone makers, including one deemed a
national security threat, access to user data.

The world's largest social network confirmed late Tuesday that China-
based Huawei—which has been banned by the US military and a
lightning rod for cyberespionage concerns—was among device makers
authorized to see user data.

Facebook has claimed the agreements with some 60 device makers
dating from a decade ago were designed to help the social media giant
get more services into the mobile ecosystem.

Nonetheless, lawmakers expressed outrage that Chinese firms were
given access to user data at a time when officials were trying to block
their access to the US market over national security concerns.

Senator Ed Markey said Facebook's chief executive has some more
explaining to do following these revelations.

"Mark Zuckerberg needs to return to Congress and testify why
@facebook shared Americans' private information with questionable
Chinese companies," the Massachusetts Democrat said on Twitter.

"Our privacy and national security cannot be the cost of doing business."

Other lawmakers zeroed in on the concerns about Huawei's ties to the
Chinese government, even though the company has denied the
allegations.

"This could be a very big problem," tweeted Senator Marco Rubio, a
Florida Republican.

"If @Facebook granted Huawei special access to social data of
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Americans this might as well have given it directly to the government of
#China."

Representative Debbie Dingell called the latest news on Huawei
"outrageous" and urged a new congressional probe.

"Why does Huawei, a company that our intelligence community said is a
national security threat, have access to our personal information?" said
Dingell, a Michigan Democrat, on Twitter.

  
 

  

Huawei has been a lightning rod in Washington for concerns on national security
but denies any links to the Chinese government

"With over 184 million daily Facebook users in US & Canada, the
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potential impact on our privacy & national security is huge."

'Approved experiences'

Facebook, which has been blocked in China since 2009, also had data-
access deals with Chinese companies Lenovo, OPPO and TCL,
according to the company, which had similar arrangements with dozens
of other devices makers.

Huawei, which has claimed national security fears are unfounded, said in
an emailed statement its access was the same as other device makers.

"Like all leading smartphone providers, Huawei worked with Facebook
to make Facebook's service more convenient for users. Huawei has
never collected or stored any Facebook user data."

The revelations come weeks after Zuckerberg was grilled in Congress
about the hijacking of personal data on some 87 million Facebook users
by Cambridge Analytica, a consultancy working on Donald Trump's
2016 campaign.

Facebook said its contracts with phone makers placed tight limits on
what could be done with data, and "approved experiences" were
reviewed by engineers and managers before being deployed, according
to the social network.

Any data obtained by Huawei "was stored on the device, not on Huawei's
servers," according to Facebook mobile partnerships chief Francisco
Varela.

Facebook said it does not know of any privacy abuse by cellphone
makers who years ago were able to gain access to personal data on users
and their friends.
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It has argued the data-sharing with smartphone makers was different
from the leak of data to Cambridge Analytica, which obtained private 
user data from a personality quiz designed by an academic researcher
who violated Facebook's rules.

Facebook is winding up the interface arrangements with device makers
as the company's smartphone apps now dominate the service. The
integration partnership with Huawei will terminate by the end of this
week, according to the social network.

The news comes following US sanctions on another Chinese smartphone
maker, ZTE—which was not on the Facebook list—for violating export
restrictions to Iran.

The ZTE sanctions limiting access to US components could bankrupt the
manufacturer, but Trump has said he is willing to help rescue the firm,
despite objections from US lawmakers.
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