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This pretty, cloud-like object may not look much like a galaxy—it lacks
the well-defined arms of a spiral galaxy, or the reddish bulge of an
elliptical—but it is in fact something known as a lenticular galaxy.
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Lenticular galaxies sit somewhere between the spiral and elliptical types;
they are disk-shaped, like spirals, but they no longer form large numbers
of new stars and thus contain only aging populations of stars, like
ellipticals.

NGC 2655's core is extremely luminous, resulting in its additional
classification as a Seyfert galaxy: a type of active galaxy with strong and
characteristic emission lines. This luminosity is thought to be produced
as matter is dragged onto the accretion disk of a supermassive black hole
sitting at the center of NGC 2655. The structure of NGC 2655's outer
disk, on the other hand, appears calmer, but it is oddly shaped. The
complex dynamics of the gas in the galaxy suggest that it may have had a
turbulent past, including mergers and interactions with other galaxies.

NGC 2655 is located about 80 million light-years from Earth in the
constellation of Camelopardalis (the Giraffe). Camelopardalis contains
many other interesting deep-sky objects, including the open cluster NGC
1502, the elegant Kemble's Cascade asterism, and the starburst galaxy
NGC 2146.
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