
 

NASA finds strongest storms in weakening
Tropical Cyclone Sanba

February 14 2018

  
 

  

1/3



 

On Feb.14 at 10:45 a.m. EDT (1435 UTC) NASA's Terra satellite found cloud
top temperatures of strongest thunderstorms (yellow) in Tropical Cyclone Sanba
southeast of Palawan. Temperatures were as cold as or colder than minus 80
degrees Fahrenheit (minus 62.2 Celsius). Credit: NRL/NASA

Infrared data from NASA's Terra satellite found the area of strongest
storms in weakening Tropical Cyclone Sanba when it was over the island
of Palawan.

Infrared light provides valuable temperature data to forecasters and
cloud top temperatures give clues about highest, coldest, strongest storms
within a hurricane.

On Feb.14 at 10:45 a.m. EDT (1435 UTC) the Moderate Resolution
Imaging Spectroradiometer or MODIS instrument aboard NASA's Terra
satellite analyzed Tropical Cyclone Sanba's cloud top temperatures in 
infrared light. MODIS found a small area where cloud top temperatures
of strongest thunderstorms, located in the Sargasso Sea, just southeast of
Palawan. Those temperatures were as cold as or colder than minus 80
degrees Fahrenheit (minus 62.2 Celsius).Cloud top temperatures that
cold indicate strong storms that have the capability to create heavy rain.

The Joint Typhoon Warning Center noted at 10 a.m. EDT (1500 UTC)
Sanba's maximum sustained winds had dropped to 28.7 mph (25
knots/46.3 kph). Sanba was moving into the South China Sea in a
westerly direction at 5.7 mph (5 knots/9.6 kph). Sanba was located about
480 nautical miles south-southwest of Manila, Philippines near 6.8
degrees north latitude and 119.2 degrees east longitude, about 480
nautical miles south-southwest of Manila, Philippines.

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/infrared+light/


 

Sanba is crossing the southwestern part of the Sulu Sea, and will pass
south of Palawan into the South China Sea. The system will not re-
strengthen.
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