
 

Drivers of hate in the U.S. have distinct
regional differences

February 9 2018, by Lisa Potter

  
 

  

Reported by the Southern Poverty Law Center, 2000-2014. Credit: Medina et al.,
2018, Taylor & Francis 2018

In a new study, University of Utah geographers sought to understand the
factors fueling hate across space. Their findings paint a rather grim
reality of America; hate is a national phenomenon, and more
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complicated than they imagined.

The researchers mapped the patterns of active hate groups in every U.S.
county in the year 2014, and analyzed their potential socioeconomic and
ideological drivers.

They found that in all U.S. regions, less education, population change,
and ethnic diversity correlated with more hate groups, as did areas with
higher poverty rates and more conservative political affiliation. The
magnitude of the drivers had regional differences, however. The regional
variation of the proposed drivers of hate may be a result of diverse
ethnic and cultural histories. One surprising finding is that the
geographical region seemed to determine whether religion has a positive
or negative relative effect on the number of hate groups for the county.

The U geographers assert that organized hate is motivated by the desire
to protect a place from the perceived threats that 'outsiders' pose to
identity and socioeconomic security. The contemporary expression,
'hate,' is shaped by the intermingling histories and present-day conditions
of a place.

"There is a lot of uncertainty in the country today, and a lot of change.
For those involved in hate group activities, they see their actions as a
way to secure the future of their people. Unfortunately, that fear turns to
hate, and in the worst case, violence," said Richard Medina, assistant
professor in the Department of Geography at the U, and senior author of
the study.
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The relative effect of four socioeconomic factors on the number of hate groups
per 1,000 people for US counties in 2014. Red indicates that the factor has a
positive effect on the number of hate groups in the county, blue indicates that the
variable has a negative effect on the number of hate groups in the county, and a
darker shade indicates a stronger effect. Credit: Richard Medina adapted from
Medina et al., 2018, Taylor & Francis 2018

"Hate is a geographic problem. The ways people hate are based on the
cultures, histories, ethnicities and many other factors dependent on place
and place perception."

The study published online in the Annals of the American Association of
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Geographers on Feb. 9, 2018.

A grim reality

"When thinking about hate and place, it really boils down to thinking
about identity," said Emily Nicolosi, co-author and doctoral student at
the U. "Some people have strong feelings about who belongs, and who
doesn't belong in 'their' place. When they see people coming in that they
think don't belong, their very identity feels threatened."

A hate group is an organized group or ideology with beliefs or practices
that malign an entire class of people due to their immutable
characteristics, according to the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC).
Whether it be their race, gender, religion, ethnicity, disability, or sexual
orientation, a hate group expresses prejudice against people with a
particular identity. Though hate has always existed, 2016 saw a near-high
in the number of hate groups in the United States, according to the
SPLC. There is still much to learn about how Americans hate, and why.

  
 

  

The relative effect of ideological factors on the number of hate groups per 1,000
people for US counties in 2014. Credit: Richard Medina adapted from Medina et
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al., 2018, Taylor & Francis 2018

The researchers mapped active hate groups for every U.S. county using
the SPLC database from 2014. They compared the relationships between
these groups with the county's socioeconomic factors, meant to represent
diversity, poverty, education level and population stability, and
ideological factors, represented as religion and degree of conservativism.

"People hate for different reasons because U.S. regions have different
situations and histories. For example, the Northeast is a place of power
that may be seen as elitist and well-educated. Is there still hate? Yes.
Some of the reasons people hate there are different than in the South,
where there's a different history of the Confederacy, of discrimination,
and so on," said Nicolosi.

While this is not the first study to quantify hate groups at the county
level, it is one of the first to look more regionally and analyze variations
in space explicitly. Previous research has focused on why people hate,
but all populations are typically analyzed together in a national model.
Until now, the drivers of hate have never been differentiated for specific
places.

What's next?

Medina and Nicolosi want to analyze the differences between different
types of hate groups, and whether hate groups are linked to violent
behavior.

"First and foremost, I want our paper to help people understand how
much we don't know about hate—hate is not a uniform phenomenon.
Hopefully this study motivates people to start asking more questions,
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especially right now," said Medina. "We have a long way to go before we
really understand the drivers and patterns of hate in this country."

  More information: Annals of the American Association of
Geographers, DOI: 10.1080/24694452.2017.1411247
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