
 

Volcano in Papua New Guinea little known,
hard to predict

January 16 2018

People in Papua New Guinea are being warned that an eruption of a
volcano in the South Pacific nation could also cause a local tsunami.

The volcano on Kadovar Island has been erupting for more than a week,
forcing 700 people to leave that island and 3,000 to be evacuated from
nearby Biem Island. Flights in the area have been canceled due to the
risk posed by ash plumes and ships were warned to stay away from the
island.

Prime Minister Peter O'Neill has said relevant state resources were being
made available to support the evacuations. "We will not take risks with
human lives. Let's get people out of harm's way now and constantly
monitor the activity of the volcano," he said in a statement Monday.

O'Neill warned northern coastal communities to be alert for possible
tsunamis. Kadovar is offshore to the north of New Guinea, the larger
island that includes Papua New Guinea's capital, Port Moresby.

Chris Firth, a volcano expert from the Department of Earth and
Planetary Science at Australia's Macquarie University, said on Tuesday
the steepness of the volcano meant an eruption may trigger landslides
into the sea, which could create a tsunami.

"Given the volcano's remoteness and dormancy, it has not been well
studied in the past and does not have the monitoring infrastructure that is
in place on other, more regularly active volcanoes," Firth said in a
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statement. "This makes it very hard to predict what will happen during
the course of the current eruption."

Papua New Guinea sits on the "Ring of Fire," a line of seismic faults
encircling the Pacific that has frequent earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions.

© 2018 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Volcano in Papua New Guinea little known, hard to predict (2018, January 16)
retrieved 25 April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2018-01-volcano-papua-guinea-hard.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/eruption/
https://phys.org/news/2018-01-volcano-papua-guinea-hard.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

