
 

Can you fight traffic tickets from an app?
The Florida Supreme Court will decide

December 15 2017, by Chabeli Herrera, Miami Herald

The ongoing battle between start-up traffic ticket website TIKD.com,
the Florida Bar and The Ticket Clinic has gotten the green light to go to
the Florida Supreme Court.

This week, the Board of Governors of the Florida Bar accepted a
recommendation from a Florida Bar committee that believes Coral
Gables start-up TIKD is violating Florida law by practicing law without a
license or providing false or misleading information to its customers.
The Florida Supreme Court will be tasked with making a final decision.

The case stems from a lawsuit filed in November by TIKD, an Uber-like
company that fights traffic tickets on behalf of its customers through a
web application, and promises its clients they will get no points on their
record. The company, which began operating early this year, sued the
Ticket Clinic and the Florida Bar in federal court, alleging the two are
conspiring to drive it out of business.

TIKD claims The Ticket Clinic and the Florida Bar are "conspiring" to
reduce competition and threatening TIKD lawyers, leading to at least
$3.8 million in lost revenue for the start-up. TIKD is seeking $11.4
million in damages and injunctions against anti-competitive practices.

For its part, the Ticket Clinic, a private ticket-defense law firm, has filed
complaints with the Florida Bar claiming that TIKD is practicing law
without a license, and has filed grievances against lawyers who have
represented TIKD customers, threatening to have them disbarred.
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In a news release, Ticket Clinic founder Mark S. Gold alleged that
TIKD's website "is replete with legal advice, which not only constitutes
the unauthorized practice of law, but is false and misleading."

"If allowed, TIKD is the first of many non-lawyers attempting to cash in
on the legal profession, without the supervision required by the Florida
Bar," Gold said.
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