
 

Ng aims to bring AI 'electricity' to
manufacturing

December 14 2017, by The Associated Press

The artificial intelligence researcher who called AI the new electricity is
now trying to make sure every company is plugged in.

Stanford professor Andrew Ng (ING), one of the leading figures in AI ,
is launching a startup called Landing.AI (LANDing-dot-A-I). Its aim
initially is to help manufacturing companies use computer algorithms to
cut costs, improve quality control, remove supply-chain bottlenecks, and
more.

Landing.AI's first strategic partner is Foxconn, the Taiwanese
manufacturing giant that helps Apple build iPhones. The company is
helping implement a system to spot defects, such as tiny particles or
scratches on camera lens units. Currently, thousands of people work to
manually inspect such parts. Ng says the AI-powered system can work
24 hours a day, seven days a week, and be more accurate than people.

"AI will transform manufacturing. That's just a fact of life," Ng told
reporters at a briefing on Tuesday in San Francisco. His small team of
about two dozen employees based in Palo Alto, California, hopes to
accelerate companies' ability to take advantage of the latest techniques in
machine learning.

Ng, who led AI teams at search giants Google and Baidu and launched
online learning platform Coursera, did not announce funding details.
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