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The moon was a focal point for NASA in 2017, whether it was blocking
out the sun during one of the most-viewed events in U.S. history, or
reinvigorating the agency's human space exploration plans. But the moon
has always been a focus of humanity's imagination.

This false-color image composed of 15 images taken through three color
filters by NASA's Galileo spacecraft, as it passed through the Earth-
moon system on Dec. 8, 1992. When this view was obtained, the
spacecraft was 262,000 miles, or 425,000 kilometers, from the moon
and 43,000 miles (69,000 kilometers) from Earth.

The false-color processing used to create this lunar image is helpful for
interpreting the surface soil composition.

Areas appearing red generally correspond to the lunar highlands, while
blue to orange shades indicate the ancient volcanic lava flow of a mare,
or lunar sea.

Bluer mare areas contain more titanium than do the orange regions.

Provided by NASA

Citation: Image: The moon in 1992 (2017, December 11) retrieved 9 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2017-12-image-moon.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2017-12-image-moon.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

