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Image: California in flames

December 11 2017

Credit: contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data (2017), processed by ESA,
CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO

Captured by the Copernicus Sentinel-2 mission on 5 December 2017,
this image shows flames and smoke from the fierce blazes devastating
northwest Los Angeles in Southern California.
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While hundreds of firefighters battle the fires, more than 200 000
people have been forced to flee their homes. According to the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the 2017 California wildfire
season 1s the worst on record.

The image shows the extent of the devastation caused by this latest
outcrop of wildfires, which are so large that they have been given names.
The worst, known as the Thomas Fire, engulfed almost the whole city of
Ojai and an area north of Ventura, seen here in the far left of the image.
The 1image also show two other sets of large fires: the Rye Fire near
Santa Clarita (the middle fire) and the Creek Fire near Sylmar (right).
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