
 

Bundle up: Bitter cold weather takes hold of
northern US

December 28 2017

  
 

  

Rochelle Carlotti, 28, shovels steps near her home after a record snowfall on
Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2017, in Erie, Pa. The National Weather Service office in
Cleveland says Monday's storm brought 34 inches of snow, an all-time daily
snowfall record for Erie. (Greg Wohlford/Erie Times-News via AP)

Bitter cold weather has taken hold of much of the northern United States
and is expected to stay put for days to come as two Minnesota cities
already have set record low temperatures and a city in Pennsylvania
continues to dig out from a record snowfall.

1/16



 

Forecasters warned of hypothermia and frostbite from arctic air settling
in over the central U.S. and spreading east.

The National Weather Service reported International Falls, Minnesota,
the self-proclaimed Icebox of the Nation, plunged to 37 degrees below
zero, breaking the old record of 32 below set in 1924. Hibbing,
Minnesota, bottomed out at 28 below, breaking the old record of 27
below set in 1964.

Wind chill advisories or warnings were in effect for much of New
England, northern Pennsylvania and New York. Those places and states
in the northern Plains and Great Lakes were projected to see highs in the
teens or single digits and lows below zero for the rest of the week and
into the new year.

The National Weather Service said wind chills in many areas Thursday
could make temperatures feel below zero.

People in Erie, Pennsylvania, continued to dig out from a storm that
brought 34 inches of snow on Christmas Day, smashing the daily
snowfall record for the Great Lakes city of 8 inches, and 26.5 more
inches on Tuesday. More than 65 inches total fell on the city in just a
few days.
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A man clears snow on Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2017, in Erie, Pa. The National
Weather Service office in Cleveland says Monday's storm brought 34 inches of
snow, an all-time daily snowfall record for Erie. Another 19 inches fell before
dawn Tuesday, making the greatest two-day total in commonwealth history.
(Greg Wohlford/Erie Times-News via AP)

Strong westerly winds over Lake Erie picked up moisture, developed
into snow and converged with opposing winds, dumping snow in a band
along the shore from Ohio to New York, said Zach Sefcovic, a National
Weather Service meteorologist in Cleveland.

Sabrina Ram drove into Erie on Christmas Eve to visit her parents just as
the snow began to fall. Ram, who lives in suburban Washington, D.C.,
and her father spent five hours on Christmas and two hours on Tuesday
clearing the driveway.

"In D.C., we'd be out of commission for weeks," Ram said. "Things here
are pretty much back to normal now."
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Patrick Harden clears snow from the roof of his car on Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2017,
in Erie, Pa. The National Weather Service office in Cleveland says Monday's
storm brought 34 inches of snow, an all-time daily snowfall record for Erie.
Another 19 inches fell before dawn Tuesday, making the greatest two-day total
in commonwealth history. (Greg Wohlford/Erie Times-News via AP)

In New York, communities near Lake Ontario's eastern end, including
Redfield and Boylston, also saw around 5 feet of snow this week.

Officials said the storm's timing was good, since people were off the
streets and staying home for Christmas, giving plows more space to clear
streets.

By Wednesday, Erie's roads were relatively clear, emergency calls were
relatively slow and the big task was digging out, County Executive Kathy
Dahlkemper said.
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"We're used to a lot of snow here in Erie, but this is unprecedented, the
amount we got," Dahlkemper said.

  
 

  

Workers from the City of Erie clear snow after a record snowfall on Tuesday,
Dec. 26, 2017, in Erie, Pa. The National Weather Service office in Cleveland
says Monday's storm brought 34 inches of snow, an all-time daily snowfall
record for Erie. (Greg Wohlford/Erie Times-News via AP)
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Pedestrians try to keep warm while walking in New York's Times Square,
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017. Freezing temperatures and below-zero wind chills
socked much of the northern United States on Wednesday, and the snow-
hardened city of Erie, Pa., dug out from a record snowfall. (AP Photo/Seth
Wenig)
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Pedestrians try to keep warm by covering their faces while walking in Times
Square, New York, Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017. Freezing temperatures and below-
zero wind chills socked much of the northern United States on Wednesday, and
the snow-hardened city of Erie, Pa., dug out from a record snowfall. (AP
Photo/Seth Wenig)
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With temperatures hovering around zero, a few hardy souls celebrated the
season, and the fresh man made snow at Buck Hill in Burnsville, Minn., Tuesday,
Dec. 26, 2017. (Brian Peterson/Star Tribune via AP)
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Pedestrians try to keep warm while walking in New York's Times Square,
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017. Freezing temperatures and below-zero wind chills
socked much of the northern United States on Wednesday, and the snow-
hardened city of Erie, Pa., dug out from a record snowfall. (AP Photo/Seth
Wenig)
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Soledda Hernandez stands on the roof of her car as she brushes off snow in Erie,
Pa., Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017. Snow continues to fall in Erie and surrounding
areas that already have seen a record amount of snow over the past few days,
prompting a disaster emergency declaration. (Greg Wohlford/Erie Times-News
via AP)
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City of Erie traffic engineering employee Chuck Carnes Jr. uses compressed air
to clear snow from a traffic signal in Erie, Pa., Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017.
Carnes was part of a two-man crew clearing signals after a record-setting
snowfall. (Greg Wohlford/Erie Times-News via AP)
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A couple embraces as they brave the cold weather for a walk in Waterfront Park
in Burlington, Vt., Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017. Freezing temperatures and below-
zero wind chills socked much of the northern United States on Wednesday.
(Glenn Russell/The Burlington Free Press via AP)

  
 

  

Pedestrians brave cold weather for a stroll along the boardwalk at Waterfront
Park in Burlington, Vt., Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017. Freezing temperatures and
below-zero wind chills socked much of the northern United States on
Wednesday. (Glenn Russell/The Burlington Free Press via AP)
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A man walks his dog across the snow covered beach while a cargo ship sits in the
steaming fog of Lake Ontario in Toronto on Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017. Cold
temperatures have covered much of North America bringing arctic like
conditions. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)
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The sun rises over a steamy Lake Michigan at the 12th Street Beach in Chicago,
Wednesday Dec. 27, 2017. A second day of below zero temperatures greeted
Chicagoans as they woke up. (Nancy Stone/Chicago Tribune via AP)
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People are all bundled up as they walk in lower Manhattan, Dec. 27, 2017, in
New York. A white Christmas for much of the Northeast and Midwest has given
way to bitter cold until the New Year. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)
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A young girl walks with her family, Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017, in New York. A
white Christmas for much of the Northeast and Midwest has given way to bitter
cold until the New Year. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)
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