
 

Iraqi animal lovers go online to help save
Baghdad's strays

October 9 2017

  
 

  

Homeless animals typically face cruelty or even extermination on the streets of
the city, but now some pet lovers are looking to use social media to change
attitudes and find loving owners for the four-legged friends

The welfare of stray cats and dogs roaming Iraq's capital Baghdad is far
from a priority for most residents after years of bloodshed and
insecurity.
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Homeless animals typically face cruelty or even extermination on the
streets of the city, but now some pet lovers are looking to use social
media to change attitudes and find loving owners for the four-legged
friends.

Agricultural college student Assan Attallah, 22, has just helped get six
dogs adopted after they were found in the impoverished Sadr City
neighbourhood and is looking for homes for five more.

The successes are the latest since she and a friend launched the "Animal
adoption" Facebook page three months back after growing upset over
the fate of Baghdad's stray animals.

"I started this project because I saw animals were being mistreated and
people would go as far as poisoning and killing them," Attallah told AFP
as she played with some puppies in an animal shelter.

"Many people buy pets at very high prices so why not bring in these
animals, take them to the vet and clean them up so people can adopt
them?"

Machine-gun cull

So far Attallah has managed to find homes for some 25 animals after
posting their pictures online.
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"I started this project because I saw animals were being mistreated and people
would go as far as poisoning and killing them," college student Assan Attallah
told AFP

"Most of those that we receive have been abused either by adults or by
children," Qaissy said.

"They need treatment, operations and vaccines."

'Made for each other'

After a life spent facing the perils of the street, it often takes a lot to get
the dogs or cats into a fit enough state to find a new owner.

"Only when the animal is in good health and is not scared anymore are
they ready for adoption," Qaissy said.
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Like Attallah, the pair use social media to try to find homes for their
patients.

"We have 35,000 members on our Facebook page and when people are
interested in adoption we ask the candidates some questions to be sure
the animals will be treated well," Shimmary said.

  
 

  

In the past, authorities in Baghdad have resorted to gunning down thousands of
stray dogs with automatic rifles after claiming they were overrunning city

For those lucky enough to find an owner, their new match can turn out to
be just perfect.

Marina Jaber, 26, dotes over 11-month-old pet dog Majnoona—which
means "crazy" in Arabic—after welcoming her into her home.
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One of Majnoona's paws was crushed by a car and Jaber's husband is
looking into bringing back a prosthetic from abroad.

"I feel like we were made for each other," Jaber said of her pet.

"I feel responsible for her."
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