
 

Image: NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory
watches a sunspot
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Credit: NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center/SDO

On July 5, 2017, NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory watched an
active region—an area of intense and complex magnetic fields—rotate
into view on the Sun. The satellite continued to track the region as it
grew and eventually rotated across the Sun and out of view on July 17. 

With their complex magnetic fields, sunspots are often the source of
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interesting solar activity. During its 13-day trip across the face of the
Sun, the active region—dubbed AR12665—put on a show for NASA's
Sun-watching satellites, producing several solar flares, a coronal mass
ejection and a solar energetic particle event. Watch the video below to
learn how NASA's satellites tracked the sunspot over the course of these
two weeks.

This image shows a blended view of the sunspot in visible and extreme
ultraviolet light, revealing bright coils arcing over the active
region—particles spiraling along magnetic field lines. 

Provided by NASA

Citation: Image: NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory watches a sunspot (2017, August 7)
retrieved 19 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2017-08-image-nasa-solar-dynamics-observatory.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/coronal+mass+ejection/
https://phys.org/tags/coronal+mass+ejection/
https://phys.org/tags/extreme+ultraviolet+light/
https://phys.org/tags/extreme+ultraviolet+light/
https://phys.org/news/2017-08-image-nasa-solar-dynamics-observatory.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

