
 

10-year-old boy trips over 1.2M-year-old
fossil in desert

July 20 2017

A boy's misstep on a family hike in New Mexico has given the world a
prehistoric wonder.

Ten-year-old Jude Sparks was on a desert hike in Las Cruces in
November when he tripped over what turned out to be the fossilized tusk
of a 1.2 million-year-old elephant-like creature, called a stegomastodon.

The family contacted New Mexico State University professor Peter
Houde, and he and a team from the university spent a week digging up
the skull in May after getting permission from the landowner.

Houde estimates the entire skull weighs about a ton.

He expects the university to put the skull on exhibit after it's studied and
reconstructed, which could take years.

© 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: 10-year-old boy trips over 1.2M-year-old fossil in desert (2017, July 20) retrieved 19
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2017-07-year-old-boy-12m-year-old-fossil.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

1/1

https://phys.org/tags/university/
https://phys.org/news/2017-07-year-old-boy-12m-year-old-fossil.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

