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Chemical Safety Board faces uncertain
future

May 24 2017

Under President Donald Trump's proposed 2018 budget, the world's only
independent body dedicated to investigating chemical-related industrial
accidents would be abolished. A story in Chemical & Engineering News
(C&EN), the weekly newsmagazine of the American Chemical Society,
revisits why the U.S. Chemical Safety & Hazard Investigation Board was
initially created, its accomplishments, and what experts say about its
potential demise.

Jeff Johnson, a special correspondent to C&EN, notes that the
board—also known as the Chemical Safety Board, or CSB—was called
for in the 1990 legislative overhaul of the Clean Air Act. But the board
lacked the necessary support from presidents George H. W. Bush and
Bill Clinton, so industrial chemical accident investigations were
delegated to other agencies. But stalled investigations into a 1995
explosion at a New Jersey facility that killed five workers and destroyed
surrounding businesses led to pressure from unions, community groups,
the state's governor and a senator to fund the CSB. In 1998, the board
opened its doors.

Since then, the CSB has investigated some 130 accidents, and has
produced more than 90 accident reports and about 40 safety videos. The
board has positively influenced industrial and chemical safety in the U.S.
and elsewhere, industrial accident experts told C&EN, and with a budget
that has never exceeded $12 million in any given year, they say that's a
good deal.
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More information: "Chemical Safety Board faces death sentence,"
cen.acs.org/articles/95/i21/US ... ety-Board-faces.html
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