
 

No more screwworm medications for Key
deer as threat wanes

April 12 2017

Endangered deer in the Florida Keys are no longer receiving anti-
parasite medication to protect against flesh-eating screwworms.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service says the Key deer no longer need
oral medications because it's been over three months since the last
confirmed screwworm infection in the National Key Deer Refuge.

A screwworm infestation that began last summer killed 135 Key deer.
Officials said the infestation was a potential extinction event for the
unique herd, which includes fewer than 1,000 deer in the Lower Florida
Keys.

Wildlife officials said in their statement Wednesday that female deer
with radio tracking collars will be monitored daily for screwworms
through summer.

Millions of male screwworm flies sterilized with radiation have been
released to suppress the fly's wild population. Those releases will end
April 25.

© 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: No more screwworm medications for Key deer as threat wanes (2017, April 12)
retrieved 9 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2017-04-screwworm-medications-key-deer-threat.html

1/2

https://phys.org/tags/deer/
https://phys.org/news/2017-04-screwworm-medications-key-deer-threat.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

