
 

Facebook search traps Italian mobster in
Mexico
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A picture released by the Italian police (Polizia di Stato) of fugitive mobster
Giulio Perrone

A fugitive Italian mobster who had been living in Mexico under a false
identity was behind bars Saturday after being tracked down on
Facebook, police said.

Giulio Perrone, who is in his mid-sixties, had been a fugitive since 1998,
when his lawyers failed in a final appeal against a 22-year prison
sentence for links to the Naples mafia, the Camorra, and international
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drug trafficking.

He was first charged in 1993 after he and his wife were arrested while
trying to import 16 kilos (35 pounds) of cocaine.

Perrone disappeared the following year and had been unheard of until
Italian police established, through Facebook, that he was living as
Saverio Garcia Galiero, in Tampico, in the state of Tamaulipas in
Mexico.

The police did not reveal details of how they traced him through the
social media site.

Under the extensive powers Italian investigators enjoy when involved in
anti-mafia cases, they could have been monitoring the online activity of
associates of Perrone in Italy.

Or they may have come across a picture of him by using image-
recognition software, which is an increasingly useful tool for detectives
tracking fugitives.

Perrone, who had remarried and had Mexican children, was described by
police as a prominent figure in Italy's drug trade in the 1980s and early
1990s, acting as a wholesale supplier to Camorra clans.

He was arrested earlier this month at his Mexican home and deported,
arriving late Friday in Rome.

  
 

2/4

https://phys.org/tags/police/


 

  

Giulio Perrone had been a fugitive since 1998

© 2017 AFP

Citation: Facebook search traps Italian mobster in Mexico (2017, March 12) retrieved 19 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2017-03-facebook-italian-mobster-mexico.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is

3/4

https://phys.org/news/2017-03-facebook-italian-mobster-mexico.html


 

provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

4/4

http://www.tcpdf.org

