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Workers prepare a booth during setup for CES International, Tuesday, Jan. 3,
2017, in Las Vegas. The show runs from January 5-8. (AP Photo/John Locher)

The Latest on CES gadget show in Las Vegas (all times local):

5 p.m.

Top trends expected to emerge at CES this year include an explosion of
voice-controlled interfaces, subtle integration of artificial intelligence
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into everyday life and increasing digitization in areas like health and
wellness.

The 50th annual CES this week in Las Vegas is expected to draw
165,000 attendees. In the past, it has been a showcase for stunning new
gadgets, but in recent years it has evolved into an event where more
incremental steps forward are revealed.

Shawn Dubravac, chief economist of the Consumer Technology
Association, said in a panel Tuesday that voice control will be far more
prevalent this year than it has been in the past. Voice-activated systems
are expected to double to 10 million in 2017, he said.

Meanwhile, artificial intelligence is finding its way into more products,
such as a refrigerator that can self-adjust its temperature for optimal
humidity.

"The broader theme is how we're increasingly allowing these small things
to be automated," he said. "It started with changing the temperature in
the room, and now it's changing the temperature in your refrigerator."
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A man walks by a sign during setup for CES International, Tuesday, Jan. 3,
2017, in Las Vegas. The show runs from January 5-8. (AP Photo/John Locher)

Elsewhere, look for a surplus of new drones, personal robots and
connected and self-driving cars on display, as well new wearable devices
that give insight into specific health and wellness categories like
preventing concussions or measuring vitamin D deficiency.

___

10:20 a.m.

Neither the holiday season nor New Year's fitness resolutions seem to be
helping wearable gadgets break into the mainstream.

Research firm eMarketer has lowered its outlook for smartwatches and 
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fitness trackers such as the Apple Watch and Fitbits. It's not that the
craze has died down—it's more like there never was one to begin with.

  
 

  

This photo provided by Best Buy shows an example of Best Buy's demonstration
for Facebook Inc.'s Oculus Rift headsets. From robots to interactive mirrors to
shelves embedded with sensors, tomorrow's retail stores will embrace
technologies to not only draw shoppers back from e-commerce but also nudge
them to spend more. (Courtesy of Best Buy via AP)

The research comes as gadget makers large and small prepare to unveil
new wearable devices at the CES tech show in Las Vegas this week.

In October 2015, eMarketer expected wearable gadget to grow more
than 60 percent among U.S. adults in 2016. That's now down to less than
25 percent. While fitness trackers are relatively cheap and
straightforward to use, eMarketer says smartwatches haven't caught on
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because they are expensive and lack a well-defined purpose.

But multinational corporations—no, really—could save the day. Gartner
predicts that by 2019, nearly all big employers will encourage the use of
fitness trackers to "improve corporate performance." Big Brother,
apparently, won't just be watching, but tracking your steps.

___

8:30 a.m.

  
 

  

Fireworks explode over the Las Vegas Strip during a New Year's Eve celebration
Sunday, Jan. 1, 2017, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)

Technology may soon change the way you shop in brick-and-mortar
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stores, not just online.

Last month, Amazon unveiled a test store that lets shoppers fill their
bags and walk out without seeing a cashier or scanning any items.

Many other stores have been experimenting with digital enhancements
aimed at luring shoppers back from online sites. Many of these
technologies will be unveiled or demonstrated at the CES gadget show in
Las Vegas, which begins Tuesday with media previews.

Robots, for instance, could help guide shoppers to the right aisle, while
augmented reality apps could help you see how a particular shade of
paint will look in the living room—or how you might look in a pair of
jeans.

But plenty of retailers have learned through trial—and error—that
technology can't get too far ahead of shoppers. It has to be easy to use
and beneficial to shoppers in some way.
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This photo provided by SoftBank Robotics America demonstrates a shopping
experience with SoftBank Robotics' humanoid robot called Pepper, waving at
right. The robot can greet shoppers and has the potential to send messages geared
to people's age and gender through facial recognition. (SoftBank Robotics
America via AP)

___

7:30 a.m.

TVs, drones, robots and a slew of other gadgets will showcase the annual
CES gadget show in Las Vegas this week.

CES is one of the world's largest trade shows and is the forum for many
tech companies and startups to unveil their plans for the year. Its
influence has waned over the years, given that many leading companies
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including Apple, Google and Microsoft hold their own events. But the
CES show still draws a lot of attention.

The event starts Tuesday with two days of company announcements on
new products and services. The show floor itself opens on Thursday.

Gadgets expected include TVs with new capabilities and better picture
quality, as well as all sorts of household products with internet
connections, including refrigerators, doors and security cameras.
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This Thursday, Dec. 22, 2016, file photo, shows Pepper the robot at Westfield
Mall in San Francisco. The SoftBank Robotics humanoid robot can greet
shoppers and has the potential to send messages geared to people's age and
gender through facial recognition. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)

  
 

  

People walk through the Las Vegas Convention Center during setup for CES
International, Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017, in Las Vegas. The show runs from January
5-8. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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Workers prepare a booth during setup for CES International, Tuesday, Jan. 3,
2017, in Las Vegas. The show runs from January 5-8. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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People sit in a hallway at the Las Vegas Convention Center during setup for CES
International, Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017, in Las Vegas. The show runs from January
5-8. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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