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US had its warmest autumn and 2nd warmest
November on record

December 8 2016

Credit: NOAA Headquarters

The average U.S. temperature in autumn was 57.6 degrees F (4.1 degrees
above average) and surpassed last fall as the warmest on record,
according to scientists from NOAA's National Centers for
Environmental Information. Precipitation during this period was about
average for the nation, with wet extremes in the Northwest and dry
extremes in the Central Rockies, Gulf Coast region and interior
Southeast.
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The month of November was the 2nd warmest on record, with an
average temperature across the contiguous U.S. of 48 degrees F, 6.3
degrees above average. Every state in the Continental U.S. and Alaska
were warmer than average during November. The precipitation total for
the month was 0.50 inch below average.

The year-to-date (January-November) average temperature for the
contiguous U.S. was 56.9 degrees F, 3.1 degrees above average. All
Lower 48 states and Alaska observed above-average temperatures during
this 11-month period. Precipitation during this time was 1.37 inches
above normal.

Other noteworthy November climate event include:

* Drought: The area of extreme to exceptional drought in the
Lower 48 increased from 4.9% to 8.7%:; in the Southeast it
nearly doubled from 19.7% to 36.2%.

e Wildfires: In November, 8,560 wildfires raged across the
Continental U.S. and burned more than 275,000 acres, most
notably in the Southeast.

¢ North Dakota experienced temperatures 12.8 degrees F above
average, nearly 2 degrees above the previous record set in 1999.

* Alaska experienced its warmest year to date on record, a full 6
degrees F above average.

¢ Pacific Northwest experienced above-normal precipitation
during autumn along the coast. Washington state was record wet.
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U.S. Selected Significant Climate Anomalies and Events
November and Autumn 2016

AK had its warmest year-to-date period
on record. The statewide average was

6.0°F above the normal.

Above normal precipitation

occurred in autumn along O
the Pacific coast. WA was Drought persisted in the Northeast
record wet. During Nov, ND was 12.8°F ~ with warm and dry conditions
above average, nearly 2°F prevailing in Nov.
above the previous record
set in 1999,
There were 8,560 wildfires across the
The contiguous U.S. drought COMNUS. This was the second most for
footprint increased to 31.5%. Now, burning more than 275,000 acres,
Extreme to Exceptional drought fourth highest.

" increased from 4.9% to 8.7%. In the

Based on preliminary data, over 50 tornadoes were
South doubl
f:;:" r;;:f;z :::"Y LT 0 reported on Nov 29 with an EF-3 in northeast AL.

Five fatalities were reported.

Unseasonably strong trade winds )
continue to dry out the islands. FL had its driest Nov on record,
Extreme drought conditions are averaging a quarter-inch total

now presant in Kauai and Maui. precipitation for the month.

/The average U.S. temperature during November was 48.0°F, 6.3°F above average and the
second warmest on record. The autumn U.S. temperature was 57.6°F, 4.1°F above average and
the warmest on record, The November precipitation total was 1.73 inches, 0.50 inch below the
average. The autumn precipitation total was 6.88 inches, which is average for the period.

Pleass Neabe: Materisl providid in this map was comgiled from MOASS State of the Climate Reports, For mone inlormation please visit: hMipc s nodensan gensats

Credit: NOAA NCEI

More information: Find NOAA's report and download related maps
and 1mages by visiting the NCEI website:

www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/summary ... info/national/201611
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