
 

Highly-contagious bird flu found in Japan,
culling start
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Health officials investigate a chicken farm in Sekikawa village, Niigata
prefecture, northern Japan, after a highly contagious avian flu strain in poultry
was detected, Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2016. Japanese health authorities confirmed
Tuesday the highly virulent H5 strain was detected in poultry in two prefectures,
Niigata and Aomori, with culling of hundreds of thousands of birds starting at
the affected farms. (Yukie Nishizawa/Kyodo News via AP)
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Japanese health authorities have confirmed a highly contagious avian flu
strain in poultry in two prefectures in northern Japan, with culling of
hundreds of thousands of birds starting Tuesday at the affected farms.

The government confirmed that the highly virulent H5 strain was
detected in birds at a chicken farm in Niigata, where about 40 of them
were found dead Monday. Dead ducks at a farm in another prefecture of
Aomori also tested H5 positive.

Culling of about 310,000 birds began Tuesday at the Niigata farm and
will continue through Friday. Workers in hazmat suits dug holes and
dumped dead birds in them to contain the spread of virus. About
165,000 ducks in Aomori were also being culled.

Officials restricted the movements of poultry and eggs within 3
kilometers (5 miles) of the infected farms. About 60 chicken farms
operate in the neighborhood of the affected farm in Niigata, where about
half a million chickens are raised. The farm in Aomori and two other
neighborhood operators are specializing in French duck known as
"Barbarie."

Suspected bird flu cases have been found in wild birds in those areas
since early November.

Environment Minister Koichi Yamamoto told reporters that his ministry
is sending experts to the areas for investigation, while raising the caution
level to the highest level. The Agricultural Ministry has also dispatched
an investigative team to both prefectures.
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https://phys.org/tags/birds/
https://phys.org/tags/farm/
https://phys.org/tags/chicken+farms/


 

  

Health officials investigate a chicken farm in Sekikawa village, Niigata
prefecture, northern Japan, after a highly contagious avian flu strain in poultry
was detected, Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2016. Japanese health authorities confirmed
Tuesday the highly virulent H5 strain was detected in poultry in two prefectures,
Niigata and Aomori, with culling of hundreds of thousands of birds starting at
the affected farms. (Yukie Nishizawa/Kyodo News via AP)

© 2016 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Highly-contagious bird flu found in Japan, culling start (2016, November 29) retrieved
2 May 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2016-11-highly-contagious-bird-flu-japan-culling.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2016-11-highly-contagious-bird-flu-japan-culling.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

