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14,000-year-old rock paintings found in
Spanish resort town

October 13 2016

Cave engravings representing horses and goats, in the Armintxe cave in the
Basque village of Lekeitio

Rock paintings dating back about 14,000 years have been found in a
cave in a Spanish seaside resort town, the local government announced
Thursday.

About 50 paintings measuring up to 150 centimetres (60 inches) and
depicting horses, bisons and lions were found in a cave "extremely
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difficult to access" and located under a building in the centre of Lekeitio
in the Basque country, senior local official Andoni Iturbe told AFP.

Cave specialists and archaeologists have examined the paintings found in
May and declared them to be the most "spectacular and striking" of their

kind ever found in the Iberian peninsula.

The cave would not be opened to the public both to preserve the
paintings and because it is difficult to access.

Experts will hold a special congress at the end of the month to discuss
the findings.

The cave of Altamira with prehistoric bison paintings in Spain's
Cantabria region is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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