
 

Gates Foundation gives University of
Washington $210 million
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In this Jan. 17, 2007 file photo, students walk near a statue of George
Washington on campus at the University of Washington in Seattle. The
University of Washington is getting $210 million from the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation to help build a new facility to advance efforts to improve the
health and well-being of people around the world. The donation from the largest
private foundation in the world is the largest single gift to the university. The
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contribution was announced Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2016. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren,
File)

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is giving the University of
Washington $210 million to help build a new facility to advance efforts
to improve the health and well-being of people worldwide, officials said
Tuesday.

The donation from the largest private foundation in the world, located
just miles from the Seattle campus, is the biggest single gift in the
university's history.

The new building will serve as a research hub for faculty and others
working on an ambitious new population health initiative to address
challenges such as poverty, health care access, equity and climate
change. The total facility cost is $230 million.

"This is really much more than about a building," UW President Ana
Mari Cauce said in an interview last week. "The building is really about
catalyzing a vision—an initiative that we launched last spring to really be
first in the world in terms of population health."

The initiative pulls together research and resources from across campus
and disciplines to help people live longer, healthier and more productive
lives.

The efforts recognize that the health of a person or community is more
than about the lack of disease; it encompasses everything from
education, the environment, politics and quality of life including
performance arts, Cauce added.
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In this Feb. 22, 2016 file photo, Bill and Melinda Gates talk to reporters in New
York. The University of Washington is getting $210 million from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation to help build a new facility to advance efforts to
improve the health and well-being of people around the world. The donation
from the largest private foundation in the world is the largest single gift to the
university. The contribution was announced Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2016. (AP
Photo/Seth Wenig)

The university has an opportunity as well as an obligation to find
solutions to those pressing challenges, and a new building would allow
researchers, students and other partners to come together to work on
them, Cauce said.

"We're in a very privileged position and I think we have the obligation to
take this on," she said. "What happens around the world matters to us
and vice versa."
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Seattle in particular is well-poised to tackle the issues of global health
because of the research happening on campus and in the surrounding
community, she said.

The region, known for its biomedical research, is home to dozens of
organizations that work on global and population health and it is also the
headquarters for Gates Foundation.

The new building, expected to open in fall 2020, would include space for
the UW's School of Public Health, the global health department and the
Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, now located off-campus.
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In this March 18, 2016 file photo, Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft, is seen at
a tennis tournament in Indian Wells, Calif. The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation is giving $210 million to the University of Washington to help build
a new facility to advance efforts to improve the health and well-being of people
around the world. The donation from the largest private foundation in the world
is the largest single gift to the university. The contribution was announced
Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2016. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)

© 2016 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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