
 

Officials partner with fishermen to assess
Hawaii table fare

October 12 2016, by Caleb Jones

  
 

  

In this undated image provied by the National Ocean and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), an Onaga, also known as a long-tail red snapper, is
shown on a NOAA research vessel off Hawaii. Federal officials are embarking
on a study of seven Hawaii fish species to assess the overall health of their
population. The survey will bring local commercial fishermen and scientists
together to get a count of several species of deep-water grouper and snapper,
which are popular table fare. (NOAA Fisheries via AP)

Federal officials are embarking on a study of seven Hawaii fish species
to assess the overall health of their populations.
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Researchers with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
announced the start of the upcoming study at a news conference Tuesday
on Ford Island. The survey will bring local commercial fishermen and
scientists together to get a count of several species of deep-water grouper
and snapper, which are popular table fare.

NOAA marine biologist Benjamin Richards, the survey's lead
researcher, said that based on their last assessment the species are
currently doing well, but the bottom dwellers are popular with
consumers, especially around the holidays, meaning fishing pressure is
always a concern.

"The bottom fish are the deep seven, the nice big red fish that you see at
nice restaurants, that you see on your nice holiday platters," Richards
said. "Our most recent stock assessment shows that the deep seven stock
is not overfished. ... The data that we are collecting is to help ensure that
continues."

The last survey was done in 2014 using traditional methods. But this is a
cooperative research project using new technology and commercial
fishermen to create a comprehensive assessment of the bottom fish
around the islands. Researchers will use deep-sea video technology as
well as data provided by fishermen who will use standardized fishing
techniques.
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National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration biologist Benjamin Richards
talks about an upcoming study of seven species of Hawaii's deep-water bottom
fish during a news conference on Ford Island near Honolulu, Tuesday, Oct. 11,
2016. The first-ever comprehensive survey will bring local commercial
fishermen and scientists together to get a count of several species of grouper and
snapper, which are popular table fare. NOAA has developed a camera system,
foreground, to help capture the data. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)

"This is the first operational mission where we will actually be collecting
data that goes into the stock assessment," Richards said.
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The commercial fisherman, who are using traditional line and hook
methods for catching and recording their takes, are already at sea
collecting data. The NOAA team will be doing its video analysis later
this month, and the team should have conclusions by early next year. The
information will be used for the 2018 assessment.

The data will be given to management officials so they can come up
sustainable fisheries, Richards said.

  
 

  

In this undated photo provied by the National Ocean and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), an Ehu, also known as a short-tail red snapper, is
shown on a NOAA research vessel off Hawaii. Federal officials are embarking
on a study of seven Hawaii fish species to assess the overall health of their
population. The survey will bring local commercial fishermen and scientists
together to get a count of several species of deep-water grouper and snapper,
which are popular table fare. (NOAA Fisheries via AP)

The NOAA team is using a new, lightweight camera system that the
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team sinks to the bottom of the ocean and leaves for 15 minutes at a
time. The highly light-sensitive cameras use no external lights so as to
not scare away the fish that are there or to attract other fish to the area.

"It could bias the information that we get, so we're trying to be as
stealthy as possible," Richards said.

The system, which has two cameras, can get an accurate count and
measurement for the fish that are found. Researchers then use that data
to assess the overall population health of the seven target species.

  
 

  

A National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration camera system used to study
deep-water bottom fish is shown during a news conference on Ford Island near
Honolulu, Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2016. Federal officials are embarking on a study of
seven Hawaii fish species to assess the overall health of their population. The
survey will bring local commercial fishermen and scientists together to get a
count of several species of deep-water grouper and snapper, which are popular
table fare. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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In this October 2015 image taken from video provided by the National Ocean
and Atmospheric Administration, an Opakapaka, also known as a pink snapper,
is shown off Hawaii. Federal officials are embarking on a study of seven Hawaii
fish species to assess the overall health of their population. The survey will bring
local commercial fishermen and scientists together to get a count of several
species of deep-water grouper and snapper, which are popular table fare.
(NOAA Fisheries via AP)
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National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration biologist Benjamin Richards
talks about an upcoming study of seven species of Hawaii's deep-water bottom
fish during a news conference on Ford Island near Honolulu, Tuesday, Oct. 11,
2016. The first-ever comprehensive survey will bring local commercial
fishermen and scientists together to get a count of several species of grouper and
snapper, which are popular table fare. NOAA has developed a camera system,
foreground, to help capture the data. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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