
 

LG unveils the first phone to ship with
Google's new Android

September 7 2016, by Anick Jesdanun

  
 

  

In this Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2016, photo, the LG V20 is demonstrated in New
York. The most visible changes include the ability to run two apps side-by-side.
(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)

LG is unveiling the first phone to ship with Google's new Android
Nougat software, in hopes of appealing to people who like to take and
share photos and video.
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The new V20 phone comes on the eve of a San Francisco event where
Apple is expected to launch new iPhones.

Nougat is already available as a free upgrade on some Google phones
under the Nexus brand. The V20 would be the first with Nougat already
installed. Other phones aren't likely to get Nougat for a while because
individual phone makers and wireless carriers have to tweak and test the
new software first.

Many of the Android improvements in Nougat are "under the hood" and
thus largely invisible, such as tweaks to reduce battery consumption and
cellular data use.

The most obvious changes include the ability to run two apps side by
side, something Samsung and LG have offered on their phones on a
limited basis. Nougat will also let people reply to messages within
notifications, something Apple already offers on iPhones.

Meanwhile, the V20 promises higher-quality audio playback and
recording, with reduced background noise, according to LG. The
company also says it also improved image stabilization when recording
video. LG spokesman Frank Lee described the V20's target audience as
"storytellers."
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https://phys.org/tags/phone/
https://phys.org/tags/free+upgrade/
https://phys.org/tags/software/


 

  

In this Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2016, photo, the LG V20 is demonstrated in New
York. The South Korean company is unveiling the first phone to ship with
Google's new Android Nougat software, one the phone maker hopes to appeal to
people who like to take and share photos and video. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)

Like LG's G5 phone, which it released in April, the V20 will have two
lenses on the main camera—one for regular pictures and one with a wide
angle to capture more of the scene. Unlike many other top-line phones,
the V20 features a replaceable battery.

The V20 is expected in South Korea this month, with other markets,
including the U.S., to follow. LG didn't immediately announce prices.

Apple also plans to update its phone software this month. The update,
iOS 10, will come with new messanging and photo features and more
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detailed notifications on the lock screen. Existing iPhone users will be
encouraged to upgrade for the software for free. New iPhones expected
to be unveiled Wednesday will come with iOS 10.

  
 

  

In this Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2016, photo, the two camera lenses are displayed on
the LG V20, in New York. One lens is for taking regular pictures and the other
has wide-angle capability to capture more of a scene. (AP Photo/Mark
Lennihan)
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In this Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2016, photo, the LG V20 is demonstrated in New
York. The V20 is expected in South Korea soon, with other markets, including
the U.S., to follow. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)
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In this Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2016, photo, the removable battery plate, left, is shown
with the LG V20, in New York. The phone opens like a cosmetic powder case,
allowing users to swap batteries. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)
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