
 

Flying beauties photoshoot: School kids in
the Philippines learn what insects do for rice

September 8 2016

  
 

  

On field, in search of flying beauties. Credit: Pensoft Publishers

Science advances society and fosters sustainability, so why not involve
everyone in building a better future? Culminating in the first citizen
science workshop for arthropods to take place in the Philippines, one of
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the main objectives of the 5-year, Helmholtz Centre for Environmental
Research (UFZ) coordinated research project, LEGATO, was also to
find ways to engage society in collecting research data and applying
research findings in practice.

The workshop titled "Flying beauties" took place in August 2016, the
second day of the Final LEGATO Meeting, at the Kinakin Primary
school, Banaue Municipality, Ifugao Province, Philippines. If focused on
butterflies and dragonflies and their roles in the surrounding natural and
agricultural landscape.

This workshop was the culmination of several weeks of active
preparation together with the different groups of participants, and, in
fact, only the set off of the Flying Beauties citizen science competition
that will be open until the end of the year.

Thirty students from two local schools and their teachers, alongside a
group of senior citizens and tour guides, had the unique chance to take
part in an event, where important project results presentation was
combined with on-field data collection and testing of findings.

Butterflies and dragonflies are not only attractive insects, but also in the
spotlight of LEGATO research due to their relevance for building
sustainable rice ecosystems. It comes as no surprise that these two animal
groups were also central to LEGATO's citizen science day, where
participants were given the simple yet exciting task to find and
photograph featured species on field to then enter a photo contest.
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LEGATO logo. Credit: LEGATO

Children and adults alike were on the search for species selected by
LEGATO scientists on the basis of their importance for rice ecosystems
in the region, rarity and conservation status. The exercise combined in
one task two key objectives of the project: raising the awareness of
people for the beautiful nature around, getting them interested in
learning more about it and motivate them to use modern technology to
collect data in a playful way.

After several hours on field armed with digital cameras and fresh
knowledge on butterflies and dragonflies, the citizen science team came
back with a great selection of photographed species. The exercise that
took place as a part of LEGATO final meeting was just a first highlight
for the Flying Beauties project which aims to showcase the benefits of 
citizen science, where all kind of people can contribute to biodiversity
knowledge and get aware and learn about their local nature.

"We saw some real enthusiasm and I am sure lots of the facts we
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explained about the different species and their importance for rice will
stick with the children taking part," explains Norbert Hirneisen. "We are
positive that we created genuine interest to science and its applicability
in everyday life in the contestants. Additionally, the photographic
evidence collected this day could be useful in further research!"

"Real world impact of research findings can be secured by translating
results and passing them on to the end users in an understandable and
engaging way," comments project coordinator Prof. Josef Settele, UFZ.
"Our event demonstrates how an entertaining approach and use of new
technologies can engage citizens in data collecting and re-use of research
findings in their everyday lives."
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