
 

Mountaintop dig finds chilling echo of dark
Greek legend

August 10 2016

Archaeologists in Greece have made a sinister discovery on a southern
mountain top dedicated to the ancient god Zeus, which might
corroborate one of the darkest Greek legends.

The Culture Ministry said Wednesday that an excavation of a mound on
Mount Lykaion, made of the ashes of animals sacrificed for more than a
thousand years to the chief of the Greek gods, also uncovered a
3,000-year-old skeleton of a teenager.

The find in the southern Peloponnese region dates to the 11th century
B.C.

That was the end of the Mycenaean era, whose heroes were
immortalized in Greek myth and Homer's epics, and many of whose
palaces still stand.

Ancient writers linked Mount Lykaion with human sacrifice, a practice
which has very rarely been confirmed by archaeologists in the Greek
world.
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