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Experts: Coral die-off in Gulf of Mexico
sanctuary over

August 16 2016

A marine biologist says a die-off of some coral at a marine sanctuary in
the Gulf of Mexico appears to be over but experts still don't know why it
happened.

Emma Hickerson with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration in Galveston said Tuesday that recent storms affected
last week's planned surveys of the Flower Garden Banks National
Marine Sanctuary.

She says researchers later this month hope to return to the East Flower
Garden Bank, where about 6 percent of the coral in shallow areas died.

Some sport divers on July 25 reported green, hazy water and damage to
coral and sponges in the sanctuary, about 100 miles south of the Texas-
Louisiana border.

Researchers have been collecting water and other samples for testing.

More information: flowergarden.noaa.gov/
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