
 

Dwindling herd means fewer moose hunt
permits in Vermont (Update)

August 2 2016, by Wilson Ring

A handful of hopeful moose hunters visited the Vermont Statehouse on
Tuesday and joined top Fish and Wildlife biologists and others hunters
across the state in listening to a live radio broadcast that revealed the
dwindling number of coveted moose hunting permits being issued for
the fall hunt.

The 160 permits drawn Tuesday are down about 40 percent from last
year and almost 90 percent from the peak years of Vermont moose
hunting nearly 10 years ago. The numbers are also down in New
Hampshire and Maine.

Moose permits are the hardest license to get for big game hunters in the
region and fewer permits makes it tough on the hunters, even though the
number of applications is also down. This year, the odds of winning a
Vermont permit were about 1 in 50.

Given years of declining health of the moose herd caused by warmer
weather and ticks that infest the animals' hides, the state can't promise
the moose hunt won't have to be cancelled at some point in the future.

"The heyday of moose hunting in Vermont is over and I don't think it
will ever come back," said Walt Driscoll, a taxidermist from Island
Pond, located in an area known as Vermont's Northeast Kingdom where
moose were once so plentiful they became a threat to motorists and the
bane of foresters because they would damage young trees.
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The number of hunting permits issued each year in Vermont is
recommended by biologists who determine the size and health of the
moose herd and how many the landscape can sustain. The possibility
exists that future hunts could be cancelled.

"It's one of those year-by-year things," Fish and Wildlife Director of
Wildlife Mark Scott said.

For the last 15 years, Jason Parent, of Northfield, New Hampshire, has
run a moose hunting guide service based in northern New Hampshire
that also guides hunts in Vermont. He's expanding this year into Maine.

"The business side of it is tougher, because it's harder to get customers,"
Parent said of the declining moose permits, down to 71 in New
Hampshire this year. That's the lowest number since the moose hunt was
resumed in 1988, after the animals had begun returning to the region in
numbers large enough to warrant a hunt.

"It's no problem at all finding the moose," said Parent, also a Republican
state lawmaker.

From those peak years almost a decade ago, Vermont biologists
deliberately set out to reduce the size of the herd issuing 1,251 permits
in 2007 and 2008. Biologists had hoped the population would stabilized
by 2010 or 2011, and about 400 permits could be issued each year, said
state moose biologist Cedric Alexander.

But then came warmer weather that hurts moose and the ticks that infest
them, driving down their numbers even further. Vermont's moose herd is
currently estimated at about 2,200, below the goal of about 3,000.

Last year, Vermont authorized 265 permits and hunters took 109 moose.

2/3



 

Alexander said he's cautiously optimistic that by keeping the moose herd
at a lower level will keep the remaining moose healthier.

The declining numbers doesn't diminish the enthusiasm of the people
who pay the $10 application fee ($25 for nonresidents) for the
opportunity that, for most, is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to hunt the
largest animal found in the state.

"I'm tickled pink," said Paul Giacherio, Jr., of Washington, Vermont,
who was on hand Tuesday to see his name chosen. "I won't come down
off this high until after the hunt."

In Vermont this year, the regular moose season runs from Oct. 15-20.
The archery season is Oct. 1-7.

© 2016 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Dwindling herd means fewer moose hunt permits in Vermont (Update) (2016, August
2) retrieved 27 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2016-08-dwindling-herd-moose-vermont.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2016-08-dwindling-herd-moose-vermont.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

